
1s Petitions of Right. [C'OUN~CIL.]J Address-in-Reply.

intentionisto introducexnieastzreswb iich may
prove important; but when the measures
in question arc placed before us will be
the proper time to discuss their provisiolns.
Nothing should be done to disquiet Her
Majesty's Ministers without due cause,
but we miust not lose sight of the fact
that the safety of the country is the
supreme law for our guidance. Having
thus briefly expressed my views as to my
responsibility as a representative, I have
much pleasure, Mr. Speaker, iii seconding
the motion for the adoption of the Ad-
dress-in-Reply, so ably moved by the lion.
member for Perth. There will probably
be no adverse action, and the House will
probably, without delay, be asked to deal
with measures of importance likely to
assist in advancing the prosperity of
Western Australia.

ME. LEAKE : I move that the debate
be adjourned to the next sitting of the
House.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
On the motion Of the PREMIER, the

next sitting was fixed for the following
day at 4 30 p.m.

Th le House adjourned at 435 p.m. until
time next ia;'.

~S~gs~atbz counzil,
Thicrsday, 14th October, 1897.

Question: Correspondence re Petitions of Rigbit-Paper
Presented-Adross-i-Reiiiy: second day of debuto,

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4380 o'clock, p..

PRAYERS.

QIJESTLON-CORRESPONDENCE RE
PETITIONS OF RIGHT.

HUN. R. S. HAYNES: I beg to ask,
without notice, if the Minister of Mines
will kindly favour the House with copies

of the correspondence that has taken
place between the G overnmnent and the
Secretary of State, with reference to the
presentation of petitions of right.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I shall have much
pleasure in getting tlieni, and placiig
them on the table.

PAPER PRESENTED.

THE MINISTER OF MINES laid on
the table the annual report of the Mines
Department (1896).

ADDRESS-TN-REPLY.

SECOND DAY OF DEBATE-CONCLUSION.

How. H. BRIGGS; I think I may
fairly congratulate the Government on
the great amnount of work done during
the past year. As regards paragraph
4 of the Speech, which refers to
the Federal1 Convention, I shall content
myself with one .ohservation. When
we consider that the population of the
colony at the present time is 160,000,
and when we remember that two-thirds
of that population come from the larger
colonies of Victoria and New South
Wales, it shows Clearly that the present
inhabitants of this colony are made up of
much the same sort of people as inhabit
the larger colonies; and this ought to do
away with all feelings of antagonism and
bitterness which I found at the Convention
were supposed to exist between the popu-
lations of the larger and the smaller States.
The report on the goldfields is very
reassuring and satisfactory, especially
when we consider how this colony was
spoken about; how everything was attri-
buted to the " boom," and how, when a
depression occurred, it was said that the
boom had given way. The increasing
gol~d production shows that the colony is
making great strides in aforwvarddirection.
The estimate made by the Government
that the value of the gold production of
the colony will this year amount to 212
millions is, on all these accounts, most
satisfacetory. It will create confidence
in the markets of the world. It will
create confidence amongst capitalists, and
we shall thereby gain, not only capita],
but a steady Stream of population flowing
into this colony, which we so much want.
As regards the Royal Mint, I anticipate
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that it will be a direct loss at first, but
there will be an indirect gain attached to
it, as we are promised the establishment
of metallurgica] wrorks, which will afford
an opening to many of our young colonists,
where openings are so few, to learn the
mining industry. At the present tine
the control of our great mines is in
the hands of people not born in this
colony. I shall therefore be very pleased
to see these metallurgical works estab-
lished, as they will oiler another outlet for
native talent. Great work has been done
in the colony, as regaids water supply
and building tanks. I see that 352 trial
bores have been put down. ].t has been
stated by) cavilers against the Govern-
ment, that these bores should have been
persevered with to a greater depth, or at
least that they should have been stink at
greater intervals from each other. I have
been told that some were put down at no
greater interval than a few hundred yards
from each other, and that they were not
pursued to a very great depth. Another
paragraph shows thata bore has been put
down at Coolgardie to a depth of 2,?O0ft.
with no good result, except that it will
show the public that every effort has been
made to obtain artesian water, and it will
give strength to the scheme mentioned
in paragraph 8-the Coolgardie water
scheme. It has been said for some time
that this scheme is not necessary. We
hear of water being found on thec fields,
and in some eases we are told that the
mines have been flooded out; but that
water is not potable water. Much of the
opposition to the scheme at first, at any
rate in mIy own mind, arose from the fact
that the goldfields did not look upon it
favourably. That was, perhaps, on
account of vested interests; but now that
I hear Mr. Morgans, the member for
Uoolgamrdie and an eminent authority,
state that lie has; undoubted faith in the
scheme, and that he believes it to be ain
imperative necessity, I feel sure that the
Government and this House did wisely in
supporting it. While I regret that we
have not funds at present to go on with
that scheme, I think it would be wvise on
the part of the Government to use every
means and every opportunity to prosecute
that great work. Paragraph 9 speaks of
the great national work closely connected
with the West Province, namely, the
Fremnantle harbour works. During the

absence of the Engineer-in. Chief (Air. C.
Y. O'Connor), much of the credit and of
the success of that work depended on the

IActing Engineer (Mr. J. A. Macdonald),
and notice ought also to be made of the
able assistant he had in Mr. Royce, who
was followed afterwards by Mr. Johnston.
Living in the neighbourhood as I do, I
know how constant they have been in
their attention to the work, and both the
Government and the colony can be c;on-
gratulated on having selected such able
men. The harbour works at Fie-
mantle now afford great accommodation
for shipping. We have one berth on
each coast of the south mole,0 and
another on the north mole, and there
are six berths on the South Qutay fuLlly
occupied. The most pleasing sight which
I saw last year was that of five barqules
and one large steamer in the river. On
the north bank a slip, for vessels uIP to
14ff. draught, has been made. This has
not gained much attention, hut it is of
eminent service to the vessels coming to
the port, because that slip can be used as
a sort of graving dock where vessels can be
cleaned and repaired. It is one of the
]nost useful aids in connection with the

Igreat wvork of harbour conservation at
Fremnantle. The harbour works branch
has also built and launched a steamer
of 60 tons, and dredged a new Chan-
nel whereby all our lighters can go
up the river very well. It is true they
have been impeded by sandbanks. Now
there is a channel l7ft. in depth, so that
all these light steamers can go up the
river. I hope soon to see it actively used
as a great means of traffic between the
port, and the city. I consider Fremantle
and the metropolis as one. One is the
port and the other is the seat of Govern-
inent and the centre of civilisation.
Between tme two there is the greatest
haniony existing. We have our work
as a port to do and the metropolis has its
work, and I should be very loth to see
any bitter spirit of antagonism arising
between them. We are working together
for our common good and for the good
of the colony. On September 18th, the
last report I have of the work done in the
harbour, there were 3,44.Sft. Of Wvharfage
piled and 2,Ol0ft. completed. When we
consider that all this great wor-k was
done out of the grant of £800,000, it is

Ivery satisfactory. We hear that en-

Address-in-Reply: [14 OCTOBER, 1897.1
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gineers, anid tuni of that class, always
exceed their estimates. It muist be most
gratifying to this House and to the
country that up to the present time all
this great work has been done under the
estimated cost, and of the large sum of
£800,000 only £0500,000 as yet, has been
expended. I will mea61tion two itemis to
show the comparative cheapness with
which it has been done. All the material
used -the rubble and the stone -has

been done for l0d. per cubic foot.
THrE PRESIDENT; I Must Point out to

the hon. ma-ember that he is somewhat
exceeding the latitude usually allowed in
a. debate on the Address-in-Reply.

HON. H. BRIGGS: I bow to your
decision, sir, and I will say no more on
that matter, However, I think the people
of Frem antle and the colony generally
must be congratulated on the great work
that has been accomplished. The next
paragraph speakis about auth orised rail-
ways. Six are now in course of construc-
tioyn, and these are being constructed with
a view to the general good of the who le of
the colony. Three of these are branch lines
open ing up and developing our goldfields;
three other lines are what we call agri-
cultural railways, to -bring the producer
and the consumer into close contact, and
these must? be of great benefit to the
colony. Paragraph 11 speak~s of a
numb er of public works. When we con-
sider how many works were promised last
year by the Governmient in that long
Speech to which I bad the honour to pro-
pose an Address-in- Reply, and when we
see what has been accomplished. I think
the Government are to be congratualated.
A great amount of surveying has been
done throughout the colony. It is most
necessary for Settlement. An immigrant
here likes to know his boundaries. He
enters heartily into his work when hie
knows his exact boundaries, so that hie can
settle down on his block and begin to work.
Then we have what is of infinite im-
portance to the travelling public-.neauts
for promoting the comparative safety of
travelling, such as signialling and inter-
locking apparatus, and a duplicate line
from Fremantle to the Midland Junction.
Then there are numerous public buildings,
such at 7 hospitals, 36 police buildings,
57 post and telegraph offices, and 7
court-houses, all of which are either
completed or in course of construction.

This is an immense amount of work for
the Government to have accomplished in
so short atime. The Collie coalfield. I am
pleased to see, is receiving attention. I
think that, with greater development and
more attention, it might add to the
mineral resources of the colony. During
my -absence I had. the pleasure of seeing
the great coalfields of New South Wales
at Newcastle and its neighibourhood. If
a tithe of what has been. done for New
South Wales by the Newcastle coal in-
dustry will be done for Western Australia
by the Collie coalfield, whatever the
Government do in this behalf will not be
lost. I also congratulate the Govern-
ment on the inmprovemnents made to the
harbour at Bunbury. It has been said
that IL as the member for the West Pro-
vince, looking after the interests of the
port of Fremantle, ought to check the
development of other ports in other places;
but I am pleased to say that no such feel-
ing enters my mind. If the harbour at
Bunbury can be completed, it will do a,
great deal of good, and he of great utility
to open up that valuable country, whenc~e
the timber and agricultural productions,
and ultimately the coal, can be dIistributed
throughout the colony. The active en-
deavours of the Commissioner of Crown
lands have done a great deal towards
land settlement. The Governmient are
also to be congratulated on acquiring the
Great Southern Railway, the Albany to
Beverley line, though it has been said
that somebody must have blundered in
the way the Treasury bills were put on
the market. It was a, disappointment to
find the interest value went up to 4 per
cent. when we expected it to go only
to 31 per cent.; but, notwithstanding
that, I cannot refrain from congratulat-
ing the Government on taking over that
great work. The Mining Commission has
been wisely chosen. It is composed, not,
simply of mining experts and miners, but
of mnerchants, miningmanagers, and others,
and has been a fully representative Corn-
mission. I think it is too large and
almost too unwieldly as a Commission;
but still, perhaps that is an en-or in
the right direction. I do not think
Cormmissions do much good. They are a
kind of safety valve, and every one who
has a grievance can vent it, and so by
that means they may do good; but the
general results of Commissions are, as a

[COUNCIL-1
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rule. unsatisfactory. I am glad tW see
that a Bill has been promnised to check
undesirable immigration. I do not feel
so strongly about alien races as some
people do. I look upon it as one of the
evils attached to the mnagnitude of the
great empire of which we are a part; and,
while our great empire has so many
different cooured races who all acknow-n
ledge the same Queen, and liave almost as
muchi rights as ourselves, I do not look
upon it as such an atrocious thing to
admit themi in our midst. But, still, I do
desire to see this great land of Australia,
become the home of the white race,
because the less disintegrating forces wve
have, whether of race, religion, or blood,
the more harmoniously we shall work
together. Thirteen Bills are promised to
be brought in, and many others. I think
it would have been to the advantagre of
the colony if a draft of those Bills could
have been laid before the House or before
the country during the recess. If there
is a method by which this could be done,
I believe it would tend to more thoughtful
legislation, and more careful consideration
of those subjects which are to be brought
before us. Perhaps there are good
reasons why it is not done; but I see
among these Bills a measure dealing with
public works, which I think-I stand
open to corrections-was thrown out last
Session. It is a. Bill copied principally
from the New Zealand Act. .I am told
it will be a very sericeable, Bill. If the
draft of this measuare had been laid
before the House and the country, we
should have had the benefit of a. public
opinion, and of the discussion that would
have arisen, and we should not enter on
the consideration of Bills in the hurried
and unprepared state in which we often
do. The next paragraph says the Govern-
meent have decided to make provision in
isolated districts for public quartz
crushers. I think it would be a very
good thing indeed, because there are
many men without capital who are work-
ing hard and cannot afford to get
crushers, and are so far removed from
mining centres that they get disheart-
ened. I have been told lately that
in South Australia this system has worked
well and economically. So long as we do
not interfere with private enterprise, so
long as "you confine it to the isolated dis-
tricts1 I think it will do an iisnmeuse deal

of good, It w~ill be encouragig a very
worthy lot of explorers. Eveni if it is no~t
of any direct benefit it will be an indirect
one. It will bring mnanyv reefs and claims
to light which otherwise would not he
exploited. ThieGovermuienit have brouight
in, with regard to edIication, a very
strange and novel proposal for this
colony; but, as it has muet with approval
in the other colonies after great debate,
I suppose we shall have to try it here-
that is, free education. Education has
always occupied anl important position in
Australian life, and so long as we make it
compulsory it seems to me a natuiral
sequence that it should be free. There is a
wave of socialism, spreading over the land,
and this is one of those kinds of socialism
wherein the State attempts to do for a
person what that person cannot do for
himself . That is a moderate view of
socialism that we can all appreciate.
Communities united together can do a
great public work cheaper and better
than individuals can. and therefore I
think the State ought to step in. Nc
doubt the State steps in, in that way,
because it looks on the instruction of
citizens as beneficial to the State: if such
instruction is neglected, the State will
suffer grievous loss. That has beon the
universal experience in all these inew
colonies. There are no doubt objections
to free education, and one objection is
that it lessens thme parents' responsibility.
What we get cheaply or withoutpay, we are
apt to think very little of. Some of the
brightest lessons that a man receives are
those of self-sacrifice. In many vases a
parent denies himself and lives a frugal
and careful life simp ly in order to give
his children a good education. Those
children see the struggles of the parent,
and on their part do all they can to
improve their position. I have great
confidence in the Minister of Education,
and in the enthusiastic Inspector General
of Schools. I am perhaps talking longer
on this subject than the paragraph
warranits, but I. hold it to be a. person's
duty to speak most allIy On that with
which) he is most conversant. As we
have such an enthusiastic and capable
Inspector General of Schools, I hope
that his onthuts iasni may not be chilled or
damnped by any red-tapeismn, but that he
will have as free a hand as is compatible
With the p)ublict service. We have a
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22 Address-in-B efl1y: (ONI. eoddyo eae

great object lesson in the late Inspector
General of Souith Australia (Mr. John
Hartley), who was enthusiastic in his
way, and raised instruction in South
Australia, to a very high pitch indeed.
Cobbett, radical asi he was, three years
before Her Majesty began her reign,
opposed the first education grant. He
said it was encouraging schoolmasters,
who were a race of idlers. I think the
schoolmaster has been " abroad" so much
that we in the Australian colonies eon-
sier that sound instruction is the birth-
right of every child. At this point it
would be pro~per to say that the salaries
of good teachers should be raised in a
most liberal manner. When we consider
the high price of living and other circumn-
stances, I think that it would be money
very well spent indeed. The teachers of
our colony, both men and women, have a
very monotonous work. Theirs is a very
hard task, and they lead isolated lives,
and all we can do to brighten their
lives would be of infinite benefit to the
children of the colony, while it would
encourage those who are active and
stimulate the indolent. As has often
been said, the children who are in
the schools of this generation will in
the next generation be the electors
and have the moulding of the destinies
of this colony. As regards the children
of thce colony we should not forget one
thing, and that is that the children are
not al1 in State schools. We know very
little of the number who are not in State
schools, and I can only take data from
New South Wales in 1895. Iu that
colony, of the 2X6000 children of school
age-say from 6 tb) 14-186,000 were in
public schools, .38,000 in other schools,
and 12,000 received home teaching. We
know that in this colony the same pro-
portion will obtain, Divergence of religious
views keeps many children out of the State
schools. Then there are some children
of delicate temperament, whose parents
think they are not strong and robust
enough to face a great public school, and
who are eduicated privately. As our corn-
pulsory clauses are in force, and all the
waifs and strays of the streets get drafted
into the State'schiools, there -will be found
a still greater reluctance amnongst well-
bred and cleanly lparents to let their
children mnix up with those other children
who are not so well cared for at their

homes. That tends to swell the number
in other than State schools. If that be
so, I am of opinion that private schools
oughlt to be registered, It would be wise
for the Governmnent to bring in a Regis-
tration Bill, just to show that the teachers
who opened those private schools are
competent to teach, and also that they
have got buildings which fairly comply
with obvious rules of sanitary science.
It is due to the community at large that
those things should be looked into. It
would not be looked upon as a system of
espionage by any honest teacher, if the
Registration; Bill was passed. Secondary
education is referred to in the Speech in
regard to the Perth High School. For
miany reasons I decline to go into that
subject, though I was very sorry to hear
from such an educational expert as the
Hon. G1. Handell, who has had to do with
education in Perth for many, maniy years,
that that school was not fulfilling the
expectations of its friends. A great deal
of that is not on account of the school. If
you look atthe school staff you seeable men
who work hard, butthere is a tinme i a boy's
life wheni he may get bad associates,
,and his parents think they will give
him a change. We must rernember that
the hours in school are very short, prob-
ably only 30 or 40 hours a week, and
many parents think that the rest of the
-week their boys are receiving anl education
if they are put in the way of making
friendships, and getting what is far
better than instruction, breeding and
good manners. Thenmover of f he address
said he hoped there ivotild be ab university
founded in this colony. I hope so too.
Then educational mattears will Ibe
thoroughly complete. It may be sai d
that tis is not a. time for the foundin"r
of the university, but any fresh move-
ment is met with such remarks. So soon
as we make a ladder by which a boy from
our State schools can climb to the highest
point, then the educational scheme will
be perfect. This has been clone in
England, and I amil talking no fancy
views. The last senior wrangler, Mr.
Austin, was proud to say he started from
a Birmingham, board school and obtained
the highest honours Camnbridge could
give him. I may say that three of the
ablest delegates to the Sydney Convention,
men occupying high positions, were
school teachers, and I feel sure they would

(COUNCIL.] second day of debate.
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not scruple if I were to mention their
names. These gentlemen were the -Ron.
F. W. Holder, Treasurer of South
Australia; the eminent Q.O., Mr. J. H.
Syinon, and the Hon. 1. Isaacs, Attorney
General of Victoria; all of whom
labou-red in. state schools and worked
their way up to their present position.
That ought to be anl encouragement to
others to gro on with their studies, and
try and improve themselves. I inn
afraid I amn trespassing too much on the
time of the House, bitt I should like to
refer to par-agraph 22. 1 was very sorry
indeed to find that the revenue of the
colony prevents the Ministry in their
wisdom fromt reducing the tariff in any
'way. I, as a representative chiefly of a,
population of wage earners, know that the
cost of living is intensely high. Of
course I know that revenue has to be
provided, and so, with my present
lights, I can say no more. The Ministry
know more about the matter than I do,
I simply state as a fadt that there is a
very deep-seated feeling that thle duties
should be slightly remitted on some
things. I will just mention one thing
which provokes a, good deal of angry
corntient. People cannot see why the
duty on dead nieat should be 11d. a lb.,
while the live animal comes in at a much
less duty. Still I am not a, financial
expert. The Government have shiow.n
such wisdom in other things that I feel
sure they have sounid and just reasons
for not reducing the duties at this time;
but the country should have some assur-
ance that it is possible for the duties to
be lessened. It would do a great deal of
good if the Government could reduce
those duties slightly. The arrangemients:
in regard to the Aborigines Board are
miost satisfactory. The colony has. now
been trusted to look .after its own helpless
blacks, but it behoves us to all the more
carefully see that those aborigines are
carefully tended and receive great assist-
ance. It has been a slur in the past that
the blankets were given out very much
too late for the blacks. I know in some
cases that was so. Now that the Mitnistryv
have charge of the aborigines in their owm
hands, and they have such a perfect
machinery for distribution in the police
force throughout thle colony, it behoves
the Government to take special ckre that
the wants of those people are looked after,

so that it cannot be said they are
neglected. I should like to have *-en
sonic mention mnade of deep dninage for
Frenmantle. This subject was mentioned
in July of Last year. A great part of
Fremantle is in a low-lying position, and
if it is to be adequately dr-ained, that will
be anl extensive operation. The sewage
will have to be taken. some distance, and
pumping stations erected; but I hope
the Government will not lose sight of
this matter, which is so important to
health. If we can. keep the towns clean,
we can do -a great deal to remiove
zyin-otie diseases, thle deaths from which
are simply due to time authorities who
have the matter in hland. Thle Freman tle
hospital is not Conducted in a way that
meets with the approval of the mnass of
the people. I would not say one word
against the able surgeomis -who have thiat
hospital in charge, but the number of
patients are too manly for them. I should
Like to see steps taken so that the Fre-
mnantle hospital canl avail itself of the
provisions of the Hospitals Act, 1894.
It is not generally known that if time
puiblic subscribe one-sixth of the contri-
ibltiofls towards the expenses of thle hos-
pital, they are allowed by the Government
to elect onle-third of the board. That is
a. very generous provision, and, if it were
better known, the great firms who employ
labour would make contributions to thle
hospital and put it onl a satisfactory
footing. There could then be a Larger
staff of surgeons, and those surgeons
could attend the cases which they have
already treated outside the hospital, and
follow them into time hospitalt. It is
simply for want of information about
this that the public have not availed
themaselves of the admirable provision of
the Act of 1894. Another great question
not mentioned in the Speech, but wichb,
I think, has a great deal to do with the
morals amid health of the people, is that
of the examination of spirits. I believe
tme people inl tis colony drink a vast
amiount of poison. They drink things
which they dto not purchase as such. This
is somletimnes treated jocularly, but I
think all those brutal assaults and acts of
violence do not result fromn overdoses of
alcohol, but from some more deleterious
and deadly spirit. It would be for the
public good if inspectors were appointed
and some kind of supervision given for
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the sale of ardent spirits. I have great
pleasure, sir, in supporting the Address-
in-Reply.

HoN. J. E. RICHARDSON: I do
not want to say much on this subject,
but I would like to make a few remarks.
It is gratifying to notice the output of
gold is increasing steadily, and I hope it
will continue to do so. We are told in
the Speech that the Mint is nearing
completion. and I think it will probably
want all the gold it can get to keep it
from being a white elephant. Parag raph 2
of the Governor's Speech enumerates a
lot of public works which are completed,
and in a number of these works I ain
afraid the Public Works Department
have not studied economy, as witness
some of the elaborate stations and
sidings on somne railways. Some of the
public buildings have not been erected
in an economical manner, especially
in the North. They are not con-
structed suitably to the climate. They
have cost a lot of unnecessary money,
and I think some more suitable buildings
could have been provided at less cost, if
the department had appointed someone
who understood the climate and the
requirements of the different places to
plan and oversee them. I mention this
because, when necessary expenditure is
required by the North, it, may be said
"Look at the almunt of money that has
been expended there!I" I suppose there
has been a fair amount of money ex-
pended in different parts in the North,
but, as I said before, it has not been
judiciously expended. It has been wasted,
a lot of it. There is one very necessary
work up North that ought to be carried
out, by placing an engine on the Cos-
sack tramway. I do not know why the
department continues to make such
objections to this. I think it has been
reported on favourably by officers of the
department. As to paragraph -20 of the
Governor's Speech I notice that, in order
to assist the pastoral producers, jetties
are in course of construction at different
places. I hope the Government have
considered well the places where they are
going to put these different jetties. From
what I can learn, they, are not always put
in the most advantageous places. I do
not see any reference to one place where
a jetty would have been of great benefit.
This is at Balla Balla where there are

extensive copper mines, and also a wool
trade to be dlone. It is a place which
ought to be considered as one where
steamers could get fat stock from, and
also where f reezing works could be estab-
lished. In plaragraph 22 of the Gover-
nor's Speech, I see that the Government
do not intend to take any duties off. I
thought perhaps the Government might
have seen their way to i-educe the duties
on some of the things that can never be
produced in this colon)' in any quantity,
notably tinned milk, butter, cheese, &c.
[AN~ HON. MEMBER: What about beef ?]
There is plenty of money wasted in other
ways. [HON.E. S. HAYNES: Anything
else but beef?] I do not think I need
say any more, except that I support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: In reading
I through His Excellency's Speech, our

first impulse is one of sell -congratulation
on account of the number of most satis-
factory circumstances in connection with
the growth of the colony, to which our
attention has been called. But, on the
other hand, the Speech gives rise to a
feeling of great disappointment on account
of the number of things which have either
been omitted, or on which the Governor
or the Government fail to give that satis-
faction which one certainly expected to
receive. Amongst the circumstances
which give rise undoubtedly to very great
congratulation, the first is the marvellous
increase which has taken place in the gold
returns of the colon 'y. 'I suppose there is
no other country in the world in which
the gold increase, when once it started to
increase on any scale, has gone on at such
a rate; and, what is more, I do not
suppose there is any country in which
there is such a certain prospect of the
gold output increasing at a larger ratio
than that we have already experienced.
This is a subject upon which we
can afford most heartily to congratu-
late ourselves and the Government. Of
course, this increase is clue, to a very
large extent, not to the Government
but to the action of nature. That should
not be lost sight of, but still very great
credit is due to the Government for the
facilities which they have afforded for
opening up the goldfields. I do not
think there is anybody who takes any
other view of the position. Another sub-
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ject of congratulation is undoubtedly the
large amount of work done in opening up
the water supply to the fields and other
districts of the colony- There is no
doubt in a colony like this, whvbich depends
and must depend to a very large extent
on1 the storage Of Water, the Government
can hardly do too much in the way of
creating dams, and assisting the inhabi-
tants of the colony to exist. It is per-
fectly clear that the inhabitants of the
colony could not exist unless there was
water provided for them. But when the
water question is considered, one is
astonished to see that the Government
appear to have-if- I may uise the ex-
pression -weakenled on the Coolgardie
water supply scheme. Those of us from
the fields whio have considered the quest-ion
most deeply are satisfied that sonic water
scheme of the sort is ab~soluttely essential
to a comifortable existence for th numnbers
of miners who, we hope, will bring their
families to this colony. 'Until something
is done to provide cheaper water, a great
deal mighit be done by reducing the food
duties; but the red uction of the food
duties would not be sufficient. I can give
you a. very easy reason for my opinion.
The cost of condensed water can fairly be
put at ai tiimiui of4d. per gal]on. I do
not think anybody could possibly produce
condensed water under that price, which
means, as you can easily reckon, 4s. 2d
for 100 gallons. At the present momient
water is being sold, so far as I can gather,
the lowest price, at 9s. for 100) gallons;
that is, condensed water fit for drinking
purposes. When that price is compared
wi th the price in Perth of Is. &d. per 1,000
gallons, it will at once be seen bow
striking is die drawback under which any
man would labour who attempted to bring
his wife and family to reside on the gold-
fields. Under the Government scheme, I
understand, it is proposed to charge 3Ss.
6id. per thousand gallons. Doubts may
be raised as to whether water can be
profitably sold at that price; but when ye"
consider the enornious difference between
3s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons and 4s. 2d per 100
-which is what may be called the cost price
of water-one can easily realise the niargiii
there is for providing a water supply by
some such scheme as that of the Govern-
ment at a rather higher price than it is
proposed at present to charge. It is a
matter of very great regret that the Gay

emuinent should find themselves obliged
to postpone this water supply scheme.
Whatever prosperity this colony enjoys
depends on the success of the goldfields.
Immediately tile prospects of the gold-
fields improve, the prospects of the country
improve, and the goldfields are our market.
Every facility should be given to the peo-
ple who go to reside there, and the question
of a water supply to those districts is quite
beyond any other question at this momnent.
Everybody who, like myself, has to go
month after mouth to the goldields, sees
that somuething should be done to
am-iieliora te the conditiou of the people in

-those districts. As to -whether the scheme
advocated b.y the Government is the
correct one, an d can he carried out accord-
ing to the estimates, not being an
engineer or well posted in these matters,
I can express no opinion; but I can
assuredly express the opinion that some
water scheme must be carried out by the
Govern ment of the co untry, for the sake
of the progress of the goldfields. We
have always been led to suppose that the
Governmnent are prepared to go ahead
with this business; and it will come

*as a great surprise and a terrible
shock to the people of Coolgardie and
Kalgoorlie to find that the Govern-
ment intend to postpone is. This will
be mnore especially their feeling when,
on reading the Governor's Speech,
they find that the expenditure onl the
harbour at Bunbury is still to continue.
They will notice, without doubt, the
extremely dubious way in which the
prospects of this harbour are alludled to.
When they read paragraph 12, they will
see that, instead of expressing himself in
the way be does in reference to the Fre-
mantle hiarbour scheme, His Excellency
says:-" There is every reason to believe'"
-a% most cau~tious and guarded state-
men t--'" that the work will be successful,
and enable this important outlet to be
utilised with advantage for timber, coal,
and] other exports." Of course there mnay
be reason to believe the work will be
SILccssfUl; but many people believe that
it will not. In addition to that, I think

Iany esiate that has been placed before
the ousewill not lead one to believe

that the ultimate traffic which may pass
through the port of Bunbnry will in any
way justify the expenditure or contem-

* lae expenditure. I dia not hear of aniy
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great trunk lines verging on Bunbury
that will remlove goods fromn the ships;
and I do not hear of any large quanttity
of exports to leave the port of Bunbury.
They have no large quantity of imports
landed at Bunbury, and nothing to justify
the large amiount of money that has been
voted for the imiprovemet of Bunbury-
not all voted, butwhich probably will formn
a portion of the estimates of expenditure
which are to come before the House.
Bunbury, no doubt, has a nice little lhar-
hour; and any scheme that will provide
the place wvith a suitable jetty, such as
it is proposed to erect at Carnlarvon,
Mand's Landing, Ashburton, and Port
Hedland-

HON. R. S. HAYNES: It has a jetty.
HON. AK MATHESON:- I was not

even aware that it had a jetty; but if that
is so, considering the tr-affic carried on
there, it is amply provided with shipping
facilities.

RON. G. RKNDE3LL: It is utterly unsafe
as a harbour.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member says it is utterly unsafe. If you
want, to mnake a, practicable harbou to
enable ships to lie in safety, we have to
c"onsider thie amount of money which it
will take to construct the harbour. It
seems a shocking thing that works of
absolute necessity, works vital to the
prosperity of the co-untry, have been post-
poned, while money is available for such
works as a harbour at Bunbury. On the
other hand, we again find an allusion to
the harbour works at Fremantle. It is a,
ma ,tter of great congratulation, as the
Ron. H. Briggs has pointed out, that
these works are mlaking such . progress.
No doubt the formation of a harbour at
Fremantle is one of the most important
works, after water supply, that could
possibly be carried out in the country.
It forms, as I was glad to hear the
Premier say on a, previous occasion, only
part of a, big scee for connecting us
with Europe and with the colonies of
Australia, of which I hope this colony
-will soon forin not only the first in value
of imuports and exports, but in position.
I loot forward confidently to the timie
when, as the result of this expenditure,
the mnails and packages for the whole
of Australia will be landed at Fremantle
and comec on to Perth. I think we
should commend the Government in

every possible way for the work they
are carrying on at Fremantle; but I do
not think they are going far enough in
]makwng the river navigable. We have
heard from an hon. member that the
Government have dredged the channiel so
that lighters canl come up. It is no use
dredging the channel a little way. The
liver must be drcdgcd as far as Perth, so
as to make it equally navigable all the
way. At present the Swan is almost
impassable in parts, in consequence of
vessels having to go round certain bends;
and I thinkt money mnight be well
expended in this direction for making it
without doubt one of the finest water-
ways in the world. There is another
mater whichl has been entirely overlooked,
and that is the lighting of the river. For
years gone by in this, as it has been,
" Sleepy Follow "-I hope it is not now
-it has been necessary for the traffic
to go onl in the daylight. [Hox. G.
EANDELL: Oh1, 110.]1I may qualify miy
statement by saving, safely carried onl.
I have got up in the mnorninig to) find the
Swan DRiver Shipping Company's Steam
launch Stuck in the mu-ad.

HON. G. RANLELL: Tr-affic. has been
carried on at night for ye -ss and years.

Hon, A. P. MATHESON: Well, I
canl assure the House that the launch has
been stuck in the mnud owing to attemlpt-
ing to navigate the Swan at night. One
would have imagined the Government
might do somethling to light the posts, in
order that the traffic: might be developed
to the utmost extent; but you find that
this is not the case-that the river is
entirely neglected, with the exception of
the large sum of money being spent at
Fremantle.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: They have put
som1e luIminous patint On One of the piles.

H1ov. A. P. MATHESON: There is
another matter I may fairly congratulate
the Government upon, and that is the
purchase of the Western Australian Land
Company's property. I have paid souse
attention to this question, because I at
ono time failed to see the wisdom of the
course pursued. But in view of the large
amount of ground purchased by settlers
during the last few months, I have been.
compelled to come to the conclusion that
the policy then adopted by the Govern-
ment was a most judicious and desirable
one. The more settlers who can be en-
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couraged to take uip agricultural land, thle
better for the colony. Even b y the ex-
penditure of that sumi of money, immni-
gration can be promoted; and the Gov-
ernmient are fully justified in the expendi-
ture. It is to be regretted that the
bonds which were handed over for the
line were not issued by thle G-overnmnent
in the ordinary way of business; but the
mischief has been done, and I do not
think much good can be achieved hr dis-
cuissing it now.

HON. R. S. HAYNES:' We can prevent
a recurrence of it.

HON . A. P. MATHESON:- Again, we
may congratulate the Governiment on
their proposal to bring in a Bill dealina,
with 'the question of alien,- coloured,
undesirable immigrants. I do not think
myself that it is desirabLe-if it is possiIble
to stop it--that we should promote im-
migration to the colony of even coloured
British subjects. I have a most intense
dislike to the taint of coloured blood in a
European colony. I do not see how you
c;an get over the possibility of that taint
if you admit coloured races, even though
they happen to be British subjects. lamn
not a lawyer, and am therefore not posted
lip in this miatter of excluding them;
but, if it is possible to exclude them, I
consider it should be the first duty of the
Government to bring in a Bill for their
exclusion. I have noticed writh very great
Satisfaction that the Government, in para-
graph 18, propose to make provision for
the erection of public quartz-crushers.
The Minister of Mlines wvili remember
that on many occasions we have en-
deavoured to induce him, during the last
eight months, to take a step in that dire-
tion, but without success. I amn glad
that the experiment is now going to he
given a fair trial. There is no doubt t hat
there are a numnber of districts in which
the erection of public crushers would give
a great Stimulus to prospecting and
inunung; and though these public (!rushers
mDay be ran at a loss, there is no doubt
that in the long run the loss is likely to
be of benefit to the country, because it
will lead to the opening uip of ground, and
possibly to the discovery of resources for
which otherwise there would be no in-
ducemneut whatever to explore. Because.
bon. members must remember, it is all
very well for men to go out into the
country and find good ground, but then,

when they have got it. they mnay be without
the means of having thle quartx reated.
Every man who Dands stone which will go
one ounce-which is considered payable-
will, by the erection uf these public
crushers, have opened to him facilities
which lie could not provide for himself.
With these facilities at his disposal thle
workingy miner N-ill be placed. inl a
fair position;- otherwise he is very
heavily handicapped, and unable to
reap the benefit which hie is justly en-
titled to. The next paragraph, I
think, is vile on which we can fairly again
congratulate Glovernmnent. My surprise
On reading the Governors Speech was to
find the number of points which I, for
one, was able, witho-ut douht, to express
my approval of. It is extremely satis-
factory that the Government propose to
adopt thle System of free education in the
State schools; but they have stopped a
little short of what they ight have. done.
They might also have provided free
books. It seems ail extremely little
thing-the smuall tax of providing books
for childr-en ; biut, when. a nian has a large
faimily-a manl who has to send, say, five
or six children to school--the books, andl
slates, and pencils, and these little things
mount up. It is a very small thing, for
the Government to provide these; but it
isma large tax on. a poor- iman.

Box. It. S. HAY 555: We, ])lght ask
the Government to get pina-fores for
them.

BoxN. A. P. MATHESON: I should
have no objection for them to go in fig
leaves; but parents have to fiad their
children in garments at any time. I
would go ai little further. The 11oH. H.
Briggs pointed out, very fairly, that it
was the duty pf the Government to pro-
vide facilities for the poorest boy or girl
reaching the highest position in the State
by means of education. I would suggest
that aL systeml Of bursaries might also b
established, b y which the deserving
students in State schools in ight receive
thle highest education, by means of a
smnall fund placed at their disposal to
complete their education ii the, higher
Ibrauches in the higher schools. This
systeal is inl Vogue in Scotlanld and in
England.

HON. K. S. HAYNES: There are bur-
saries here.
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liN. A. P. MATHESON: I have
never heard of birraries applied to the
State schools here, anid I was not aware
that the system existed; but it might be
expanded with great advantage.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: YouJ are
behind the times.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: My expei-
ence of bursaries in Scotland hlas shown
mne that boys who have not hoots or shoes,
but have plenty of brains, can go to
Edinburgh and finish their education
- can carry on work there during the
day, and study at bight-simply by
means of the £10O, X15, or £20 which the
bursaries carry with them for three years
from the State schools.

HON. R. S. HAYrNES: It is only in
Scotland they can do that.

Hon., A. P. MATHESON : I aml sure
any lion. mnenmber who says that can
have but a poor opinion of the children
of this country.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: I mlean looking
out for the bawbees.

HION. A. P. MATHESON: I now come
to a subject ont which I am sorry to have
to express a sense of the deepest disap-
pointment. I find that while facilities
have been afforded for the producer, while
jetties are in course of construction at
places where the revenue obtained is very
minute, such as Carnarvon, Maud's Laud-
ing, Ash burton, and Port Hedland, while
a, stock route is being opened up by a,
series of wells from Mullewa to the Ash-
barton River, while it is; proposed to
connect, by railway, Owen's Anchorage
with Fremantle, yet no allusion whatever
is made, except in a, negative sense, to the
construction of a railway to Norse-
man. You have there a goldfield which
is coming to the front, and which is
expected, iia a short time, to take the third
place in the gold-producing centres; and
yet, all the Government find to say about
the project to construct a railway to
Norseman is that they are unable, durinig
the present session, to mnake any proposal.
At the very moment that they are unable
to make any proposal1 on this subject,
they are making an unnecessary branch
from thle Bonlder tramway. If there is

moe -o hat, why is there not mioney
to make a railway to Norseman? It
is to me anu inexplicable thing that this
goldfield. should be shut out, in the way
it is, from proper facilities which the

Government might be expected to find for
such a producing field.

Honv. R. S. HANnES: A railway froni
Coolgardie to NorsemanP

RON. A. P. MATHESON: I inan
from Esperenee to INorseman, or Cool-
gardie to Norseman. The fact remains
that the Horseman district is producing a
large amount of gold; and while money
is being found for public works which are
absolutely and utterly unproductive, and
never can be expected to be productive-
such as these jetties, such as the Obser-
vatory and the Mint, such as the road. in
the Perth Park, which are pure luxuries,
Iet necessary and productive works are

etundone. Take, for instance, the road
in the Perth Park: £14,000, 1 believe,
was spent in making an excellent drive
for the benefit of the aristocracy of Perth
in the Park, which is an utterly unpro-
ductive work. It is the same as -buying
a diamond necklace for your wife when
you get to be a millionaire, and you post-
pone it until then. Here is a, place pro-
ducing revenue, and it is shut out
because some hon. members are afraid
that sonmc goods might comne from
Adelaide to that port. Ton are afraid of
Adelaide.

HoZZ. J. W. HACxxrr: How much
would a railway to Horseman cost?

HON. A. P. MATHESON:- I have not
gone into the figures; but it certainly
would be a productive outlay.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: I thought YOU
said you had studied the question.

'Hom. A. B3. KInSON: Can you show it
to be productiveP

Hoii. A. P. M1ATHIESON: I cannot
prove beforehand that it is going to be
productive.

HoN. A. B. Kxn)SON:- That is what you
ought to do.

How. A. r. MATHESON: Nothing
that any person can possibly bring for
ward can show any revenue from these
other works I have mlentioed-that is
my sole argument. Then, again, I regret
to find that the Ministry propose to do
nothing towards bringing in an alteration
of the taLriff. Ministers appear to have
lost allI sight of the feelings of the country
onl the matter. I have travelled in both
agricultural and Mining districts, and I
have no doubt, a large majority of the
popiilation to-day is in favour of a num-
ber of the duties b)eing reduced-not
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absolutelyr abolished, but the duties re-
duced on a number of articles which they
do not produce, and which, as several
hon. members have pointed out, never
will be produced here-suchi as tined
milk, and bacon, and cheese, etc. The
trouble is the difficulty one finds in
arguing this matter. On die one band,
a, person comes to you and says ' These
duties are necessary for protection, per-
haps, to enable the producer to produce."
When you point out to him that the pro-
ducer does not produce and does not
want to produce, his argument is illogical.
He then tunis round and says: "We
must have increased revenue. - We can-
not afford to lose a penny' of our revenue."
The amount of revenue that would be
lost by reducing these duties is very
minute; and if lion. members only studied
the question, and comnpar-ed the aumut
with the total revenue of the country,
they would come to the conclusion that
the country would not suffer to the extent
that the Government pretend it would
if the duties were reduced. Possibly I
mnay be met with the argumrent that, if
the duties aire so small, what is the good of
taking them offP How can they materially
add to the cost of livingF Theyadt h
cost of livinrg in this way : though they may
he small, they combine to enhance the
cost of everything that is done in the
country on which a man who works is
dependent for existence; and though they
may be small. they add to the cost of
everything. That is the way in which
the country would benefit by the reduc-
tion of the du~ties. However, I do not
think any good will be derived in this
House by arguiing the matter. I will only
express my strong sense of disappoint-
ment at the attitude which the Government
have taken tip on this question. With
reference to the land laws, there is no
doubt that in the agricultural and coastal
districts the laws dealing with lands are
the most liberal you can possibly imagine.
The Minister adiitering those laws is
one of the mostW lb ralmnded men it
has ever been my pleasure to meet; but
the astonishing thing is that, with all this
liberality in the coastal and agricultural
districts, a, narrow-minded policy prevails
in regard to land on the goldfields. Not
a word can be said here about the en-
couragement given to people to settle on
the goldfields. On the contrary, every

possible obstacle that human igenuity
can devise is placed in the way of people
settling on the goldfields. I can assure
the House that that is a fact, and I
will call the attention of lion. members
to aI little matter that transpired only
in the Gazette issued last week. InI the
Gazette of the .5th of last month there was
a certain very reasonable area provided
for the Boulder township. Thaitarea has
been altered within one month, by the
Gazette of the 8t1 of the present month,
to include an enormous area of Govern-
menit land and leases, and I understand
the express object of that amendment in
the town boundar-y was to prevent miners
being able to take up residence areas. I
speak subject to correction, but I under-
stand that that was the leading impulse
-in order that every body might be com-
pelled under the Act to purchase the land
by auction. That is one of the greatest
troubles that the miner on the goldfields
has to contend with. Rich men go to
these auctions and pay the deposit OIL the
land in the hope of being able to turn it
over before the month has expired, and
to sell it before they have to pay their
final balance. This is done repeatedly.
The result is that working men cannot
get a town lot by auction. These areas
outside the town should be available to
the miners working in those places for
residence areas, l.ut by a str-oke of the pen
they are prevented from getting them.
I have seen to-day a plan providing for
exactly the same extension of boundary to
the town of Kalgoorlie, which 'will have
exactly the same effect. It will crowd
the whole of the population into two
small centres. I say, therefore, and I
consider I am justified in saying, that
every possible obstacle is put in the way
of people acquiring land for the purposes
of residence on the goldfields. It is no
use for members Living in Perth, who do
not know anything about the social con-
dition of the goldfields, to deny it, because
it is the case.

THE MINSRn: A-re those the only two
goldfields in the colonyF

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I only
quote those two cases because one was
published in the Gazette, and the other
one is contemplated to be published in
the Gazette. [THE MINISTER: Why not
quote othersF ] Because it is not neces-
saryv. In other goldfield towns it may be
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that it is possible to secure residence
arleas in the immediate vicinity of the
towns; but these are not. the parts to
which the population is thronging. The
lands in qluestiou are no good: they are
waste. When it appears there is likely to
be an hionest demand for land for resi-
deuce areas, the holders of these areas
put them on the inarkiet, and legitimate
ininers atre prev'ented from obtaining them.
That is what we have to complain of. I
have takien np a great deal of the time of
the House. I must plead my enthusiasm
on behialf of the goldfields as my excuse.
I can only express my greatest possible
satisfaction that the financial prospects of
the colony are so excellent, and that the
London bankers continue to give satis-
faction to the Government. I h-ope this
state of things will continue for sonic
timue to come.

How. R. S. HAYNES: I thoughit sonie
lion. member was going to move for this
debate to be adjourned. I take it that
lion. members desire to bring this matter
to a close. I have one or two words to
say on the Speech of His Excellency, and
it mnay be just as well I should say them
now. If the merit of the Speech is to be
measured by its length, then its inerit is
almost boundless, for its length is almost
without parallel. The lion. gentleman
who leads this House informed honu.
members. on -the last occasion that,
although the opening Speech them de-
livered was very short, we should have an
exceedingly long one on this occasion;
and I must say that the lion. gentle-
mian has more than fulfilled his lpromise.
But it is not the length or the quantity
of the address, but its quality of which we
have to complain. Speaking of the
Jubilee festival, no doubt we are all
pleased to see that the Premier was able
to attend, and that there was a mark of
recognition given to him, not. only ais a per-
sonal mark of honour, but iii Is capacity
as repr1esctaive. of the colony. I must
again express, I was going to say, dislike
of the action of the Government in allow-
ing the colony to be governed by a
Ministry w~tlout calling Parliament to-
gether for twelve mnonths. Parliament
was adjourned onl the last occasion at the
end of Uctober. [A Mirt:This is the
third session.] iThere was 110 real inten-
tion to do Inls'ness inl thle earlier sessions.
Almost everyone was handicapped with a

promise of being appointed to go over to
Sydney or A dehaide and represent the
colony, and they voted as they were told.
There was no intention to do business,
and very little was done. While we could
not ref use to allow the Premier to go to
England, I do not think that the business
of the country ought to have been post-

Iponed until his return. I think the gen-
tlenan who leads this House so ably filled
the place during that absence, when Par-
lianment was. not sitting, that I ama quite
sure lie, would have ably filled it when it
wa's sitting. If hie could have carried on
the business of the country without the
Premnier, lie could have carried on die
business of the Parliament without the
Premier. The only excuse that could be
given for not. carrying on die work was
the absence of the Premier, and I say
it wats not a sufficient excuse for leaving
this colony practically ungoverned for
twelve months. There is no justifica-
tion for the Governent not calling
Parliament together for twelve mionthis.
One hon. miember says we -were called
together three tinmes, but that was not for
general business. he may justify the
Government. I condemn it. When we
consider it cahuly and without heat, I
think you will aill agn-ee. with mne that it is
a practice that ought not to be followed.
I hope it will never be followed again,
because it would be setting up a, had
precedent. Precedenitaf ter prcedent has
been set by this Ooveranent. We are
simply making precedents which, to mny
mind, are capable oif leading this country
into disgrace. The same objection I baa
to the federation. I objected to the

Ibusiness of the colony being neglected
while lion. members. attended these federal
meetings. I then said, and I say again,
that it is impossible for this colony to
join the federal iovement onl the lines
laid down inl the Federal Bill. I am of
the same opinion still. During the last
Convention my opinion wats strengthened.
In facet every hon. gentleman -who cai
back froum Sydney was, I think, eon-
vinced that we canno1t join federation
on the lines laid clown at lie Sydney

i meeting-not only not now, butt at any
future time. It isa mavtter of satisfactioni
that the output of gold has beeai so in.-
creased. I never had any doubt that
this would be one of the greatest gold-
producing colonies in Australia. Of
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course the Government have now
placed this to their credit. Very pro-
perly so, and I very much wonder that
they have not also placed to their credit
that we have had an exceptionally good
season. If they did the one, they should
certainly do the other. The Speech refers
to the openiing of the Royal Mint; but,
inasmuch as it was voted before I became
a mernbr of this Hlouse, I do not think
it niecessary to refer to that, except that I
think we have paid rather dear- for our
whistle. Timie alone will be able to show
whether this is so or no. The attempt
made by the Government to supply
the districts with water is a source of
satisfaction to all who have the interests
of the colony at heart. The only question
is-it is true you have supplied water,
but at what cost Y I hope when we come
to consider the question carefully we mnay
not find we have paid too dearly for water.
I think with the hon. member, Mr.
Handell, that the system of letting out
public works requires very c:areful con-
sideration. I join with my lion. friend
Mr. Matheson in expressing very great
regret that the 0-overnnment cannot
see their way to proceed wvith the Cool-
gardie water scheme. I must say that I
favour that scheme, and I agree with
my hon. friend Air. Randell that there
seems to be some hidden reason which
caused the Government to delay in carry-
ing it out. I do not know that any
hon. gentlemen in this House has a
better experience than Mr. Matheson of
the goldfields. As he states, he is there
constantly, and I think everyone will
agree with me that, w'ithout anl unlimlited
supply of water at a limited cost, we can
never look to the gold~fields to prosper as
they ought to do. I have heard, upon
what may be considered good authority,
reasons given for the action of the
Government. I ami told that the action
of the Government has been thwarted by
a set of scheming brokers in london. I
have every reason to believe my informa-
tion, and that it is not the fau~lt of the
Government that the scheme is not pro-
ceeded with. I do not think that the
reasons suggested here are the whole of
the reasons, and I suppose the Govern-
ment have some very good reasons for
not disclosing what has prevented them
from carrying that scheme into effect.
However, I hope that after the speeches

delivered at the opening of Parliament.
the Government will see that Parliament
at all events is at their back in carrying
out this schemne. I think Parliamenit is
imaunious on the point. I see 110 reason
to depart from the scheme of which we
have already approved. The public; works
halve. been referre3d to. I ain not goinig
to say very mnuch about them. I canl
express myself as being thoroughly satis-
fied with the work that has bLeen done inl
Fremantle. 1 wag verv much astonished
indeed to find that thie work had pro-
gressed so satisfactorily. It was a Source
of gratification also to see so many
ships lying in the harbour. The lion
member (Mr. Briggs) was pleased to see
five barques and one steamer there. I
should have been better lplease& to see
five steamers and one barque. I should
like to see more provision for steami-
ibig vessels. The hion. member (Mr.
Briggs) hats mentioned the name of the
engieers- in-charge, and undoubtedly
they are deserving of the greatest credit;
hut it would be unwise niot to Place onl
record the marked success which has
attended the efforts of the Engineer-rni-
Chief (Mr. O'Connor). Hie comes in
for a great deal of blame at times,
but this is one of the greatest achieve-
inents that any engineer inl Austra-
lia at all events can point to, and, as hie
has come out so successfully from. a very
tryinlg ordeal, he deserves the thanks of
the colony at large. I cannot agree with
the lion. member, Mr. Matheson, about
the Blubury harbour works. Th1ey are
in charge of an engineer of known repute,
and so far as my unpi-nctical eye could
see, they have been carried out in a very
satisfactory mannmer. I believe that for
durability-I amn not speaking of price-
the mole at Fremantle does not compare
with the mole at Bunibnry. [A MeERt
What is the cost?]f I am not speaking
of the cost. It is within the estimate.
[A MEMBER: No, it is not.] Perhaps it
is not. I ami pleased indeed to see that
the work, if it is costing, more than it was
estimated, is exceedingly strong. It con-
sists of huge blocks of granite, which one
is surprised to see lodged in the sea in the
way they are. It would well repay ay
one to go to Buubury to see the work
carried out there. The Hen. Mr. Mathe-
son is perhaps unaware that behind
Bunbury lies one of our richest districts,
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containing, in addition to coal, which may i
not be of the best, but is a good useful coal,
what I believe is one of the finest forests
in the world. I have travelled over &
considerable part of it, and there are in-
dustries there which would agreeably
surprise the bon. gentlemnan if he went.
I hope he will go there and accept the in-
vitation of the people at IBunbury.

Hou. G. RANDELL: You mnight add,
it is a, good country, with a, good rainfall.

HON. R. S. H~YNES: And good
people. Well, the purlchase of the West
.Australian Land Companly's railway has
been referred to. I am pleased to see
that the Government will receive the sup-
port of the House in their purchase; but
I cannot but express my disgust at the
way in which the credit of the colony has
been practically ruined b) the action of
-whoever was to lane for the result of
the negotiations. Really, one caunot but
feel that the time has come when he
should speak in p lain language on this
subject. We all know the way in which
the negotiations were conducted. It was
a standing disgrace to this colony. We
all know who was responsible for it. We
have anl agency in London, and if the
credit of the colony has been injured, the
agent is responsible for it. If you wish
to conduct negotiations for the purchase
of a property in. London, and give bonds
and bills, and your agent allows y ouir
name to be ruined,' what would you
do ? It seems to me, at all events,
that you would want somne explanation
of how it occurred. I do not know
if any hon. member has read a nice
little work called the "Statement of Oper-
ations of the London Agency." It is
just as well to look at page 9 and
see how this gentleman has referred to
the floating of our loans:-" At the close
of the year the prospects for the issue of
a, fresh loan were mather uncertain from a
number of causes, owing to which it was
hard to predict when a successful issue
could be placed." Conmmend me to an
unmeaning paragraph like that. That is
the condition in which our credit stands
in that country, and I will give you the
reason assigned by the dociumient fromt
which I have just quoted :-"A large
parcel of Western Australian S per cent.
stock was then in the hands of the West
Australian Land Co., being the purchase
consideration of the Great Southern Ril-I

way. The Bank rate further had steadily
risen from 2 per cent., where it stood onl
1st January, 1896, to 4 per cent., where
it stood at thle close of the year'" That
is no explanation at all. I consider, if
the Government were aware of this, it is
unsatisfactory. The Government cannot
ask 'is to support them in any way, if they
allow the credit of the colony to he minled
and. not give the House any explanation
of the way in which it was dlone, nor
bring the person who did. it to task. I
do not know whether any explanation has
been givenr to the Ministry. If it has, it
ought to be given to Parliament, and I
think the Government ought to deal very
promptly with the gentleman whbo is ruin-
ing the prospects of the colony. It is a
matter of counnuon report that the office
in London is not posted lip to date with
the improvements that are taking place
he re.

THE MivisrEn OF MmyNs,: Yes, it is;
the papers are sent from here.

fox. H. S. HAYNES: Then, if time
papers are sent, they are not read. I
Only wish to show the incompetency of
tihe holder of the office. Reference is
made to the appointment of the Miining
Conimnission. I ami glad to see a Mining
Conmnission bas been appointed. It will
keep the members engaged for a -while,
and keep them out of evil ways, and that
is the only effect that will accrue. The
Civil Service Commission made a huge
report. Has anything b>een done in
consequence of that Commission P What
then is the u se of this Commission ? Take
any Comm11ission: you may cite a solitary
one, Nit what good do the generality of
Royal Comunissions do P Nothing at all.
I do not look to this Commission to do
any good towards solving the question or
to introduce a good mining Act for the
colony. We have anl excellent Mining
Act before us, that of Victoria. It has
been the outcome of many years of
search and work and conferences between
the minlers. It has stood also the test of
judicial decision, and that ought to be
sufficient guarantee for us that it is a
good Act. The Act that will be brought
to us will be very munch like the last was,
so tinkered and hampered that it will be
unintelligible, like the present one. Let
the ideas be given by the mliners, if you
will:- they can undoubtedly give the ideas,
btit let a good draftsman draft tire Bill.
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THE MINISTER op MAINES: The Com-
mission are not going (" draf I a Bill.

fox. R. S. HA YNES: If the Bill is
going to be anything like the Bills
drafted last year, then 1 p)redict for it a
gigantic failure. If it is not drafted by
a gentleman of professional st-ill, and of
experience in drafting Bills, it will be a
failure. A man may be a lawyer or a bar-
rister, but that is not sufficient guarantee
of his being a good draftsiman, which is a
special kind of work. The only real
question which forms, perhaps, a 5u 1 ject
for discussion is in paragraph 17 of the
Speech. That paragra,1p sketches out
the Bills it is proposed to lay before the
House. It is stated that it is the inten-
tion of the G overnment to introduce a
Bill dealing with undesirable aliens. The
time has arrived when legislation is neces-
sary, but I certainly would he no party to
any legislation which would deprive those
aliens who have now settled in the colony
of any rights they are entitled to. So
long as the bill deals with persons about
to comne into the colony, the Hill will have
my support. If the Bill attempts to deal
with persons who are already resident
here, I shall oppose it, and I hope every
member of the House will. The principle
of free education has already been affirmed,
and therefore I think the Government
will find ample support if they introduce
a Bill in that direction. But there is one
note which jars in reference to education,
and that is the proposal to increase the
money for the High School. I quite
agree with the Hon. G. Randell that the
High School has not earned the reputation
which we all think it ought to have earned.
Personally I think, and I regret to add I
am bound to say it, the High School has
proved itself to be a failure. I go further
than the hon. gentleman, Mr. Randell,
and say it has proved a failure. I con-
trast the High School with similar schools
in the other colonies, and I say it is a
failure. It has not reached the standard
of education, achieved in colonies on the
other side. I regret to have to say this,
but I am sure that every ]nemnber in this
House, if he expresses his opinion, will say
the same. Until it has been proved that
the mioney already voted to thefigh School
has been properly and beneficially applied,
it would be unwise for this House to pass
any vote giving the school further funds.
Let the school first prove that it is worthy

of an increased vote, and it will receive it.
I again regret that no mention is made by
the Government of a, proposal to found a
university in this colony. I regret to
think the people in this colony have to
send their children away for the purpose
of attending universities. This colony is
in in itch die same state as was New South
Wales when the university was estab-
lislied there This colony and Queens-
land are the only two colonies in Aus-
tralia without a university. Certainly
Western Australia is as far advanced
as was South Australia at the time-the uni-
versity in the latter colony was established.
We are able to establish a Mint and
anl Observatory, and at all events we
ought to be able to establish a univer-
sity. I hope this question will be
dealt with, if not this session, next ses-
sion. The other Bills which the Govern-
mnent propose to introduce, if they are
framed on the lines we all expect they
should be, will have my hearty support.
Legislation in the direction indicated is
absolutely necessary for the good govern-
mnent of the colony. I regret that no
mention is made in the Speech of the
introduction of a, Civil Service Act. The
position of every civil servant in this
colony is a most unenviable one. Their
tenure of office is at the will of the
Government. Any officer, no nmatter
what his position is in the Government,
may he dismissed or dispensed with at
a moment's uotice without any cause as-
signed, and he is entitled to no compensa-
tion whatever. Civil servants, it is well
known, get into a certain kind of groove,
and when they are discharged they are
unfit for commercial work or any other
employment except Government work.
I also regret that the Government have
not thought fit to introduce a food
adulteration Bill. Air. Briggs in his
Speech referred to only one section of
foods-liquids. An Act is required
authorising the Government to appoint
inspectors to obtain samples of liquors
and drinkables, and visit with heavy
punishment those persons who introduce
into the colony and sell to the public
liquor which is absolutely poison. I
agree that half the vile crimes brought
before the courts owe their origin not so
much to excessive drink as to the bad
quality of drink. People are absolutely
driven mad and commit crimes, and it is
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the duty of the Government at once to
introduce a Bill in the direction I have
indicated. In the Licensing Act power
is given to the police to take samples of
liquor with a view to analysis, but I do
not 1 eLieve that in any instance has a
prosecution for adulteration been success -
fuli, thouigh in one instance the Govern-
inent did attempt to secure a conviction.
In. addition to that, the food sold in Perth
is frequently unfit for human use. On
several occasions people have been brought
before the Bench and finled, but there
does not seem to be sufficient provision
for bringing hiome the charges to persons
guilty, There are not sufficient officers ;
there being only onec, I believe, who
iakes a round of the butchers' shops.

That officer only pays attention to the
meat sold; but there are other articles
sold iii cheap shops which are absolutely
poison. Goods are sold under various
fraudulent trade marks, at a low price,
and business is cut, and I think one lion.
mneniber has said that somne aliens have
been competing 'with the Europeans in
trade. Apparently genutine brands are
sold, bitt as a, mtatter of fact, in many
instances, iiiferior and adulterated good s
are disposed of. I now come to wh-at is
the most important portion iii the whole
of thle Governor's Speech; that is' para-
graph 22, which states the Ministry do not
proposethis session to introduce legislation
with a view to amending tmetariff. Itis the
duty of every hon. menmber of this House,
as far as possible, to give effect to the
wishes of thle colony at large, and if lie is
aware, amid becomes convinced that the
majority of the colonists are in favour of
any scheme, either for increasing or re-
ducing the tatriff, it is his bounden duty
to bow to the decision and wishes of that
miajority. We have had an opportunity
in thle last few weeks of gauging the
public opinion on the question of the
tariff. I am forced to the conclusion that
the colony has uiuuistakably spoken in
favour of reducing the tariff . That being
so, I feel I am compelled to say that the
time has arrived when the tariff should he
imimediatelyamiended. I do not say that
all the duties should be redutced-far from
it; but I certainly say that the dutties On
the common necessaries of life, and
especially on meat, should he reduced. I.
can see no justification whatever for the
present extravagant and extortionate price

charged onl the importation of dead meat.
I will not have with me those gentlemen
who are irctly or indirectly connected
with pastoral pursuits, but they should
recognise that they must, sooner or later,
bow to the will of the majority, on
this question. No one can say that
those exorbitant ditties canl be kept up.
No doubt the pastoralists will say, I"IGive
uts a chance." But they have had a very
good chance. I know from admissions
made by persons in pastoral pursuits tbat
they are at present making from l0s. and
upwards on every sheep they sell. I mnay
be wrong in the amount, bnt so I ant in-
fonned. [Axi HON. MEMBER: You are
wrong.] I must say that Iam not wrong,
notwithstanding what the hon. memiber
says. I was so informed by a gentlemnan
engaged Hii paistoral mirsilits, and I will
now say they are making more than 10s.
at the present time. Nothing jnstifies
the present high price of nieat, and
the stock tax ought to be taken off.
I am positive that the duty on
chilled meat should be immediately re-
duced. Pastoralists do not care so muchl
about the duty on live cattle as they do
about the ditty on chilled meat. The
reason why is obvious to the veriest dunce.
It i"s their stronghold to keep the duty
on imported meat. T say it is scandalous.
The people at the present time are simply
being loaded -with an undue tax for the
purpose of keeping up a cei-tin section
of thle public. However much I may be
inclined to assist the squatter-and I
recognise he has certain claim s, and when-
ever his claims come legitimately before
the House they will always find an ardent
advocate in mne-I do not think I would
be justified in upholding the present
taxation on chilled meat, and I will not
assist the squatter ait the expense of the
whole of the rest of the colony. The
lion. gentleman who moved the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply, the gentleman
who seconded it, and every lion. member
who has spoken since, have recognised the
absolute necessity of at once reducing the
tariff in the direction I have mentioned.
That bjeinjg so, this. House has spoken
ahmost without a dissentient on this
question. Surely, on such a matter as
this, our Wishes ought to be attended to.
It is true we cannot introduce legislation,
bitt I think the Government ought to
take a, warning now fromn this Chamber,
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and meet our wishes, thus recognising
that in doing so they are meeting the
wishes of the colony at large. I hope,
sir, the Governent witl take this to
heart. This is a. question on which the
Government ought to mneet us hialf-way.
We do not wish to make a party
matter of the question, lbut the Govern-
muent, by the way in which they have
referred to this in the Speech, admit that
the charge againist them cannot be
defended, and it would be better if they
were to introduce a motion to amend the
tariff. That would be a proper a.nd
becomiing step for the Government to take.
The Government do not say that they
consider the present tariff mnust be con-
tinued. In the xSpeech we find " My
" Ministers do not propose this session to
" introduce any legislation with a view of
"1amending the tariff." That of itself
imports that the Government do, at some
future date, intend to introduce somse
measure reducing the tariff. It is an
admission onl their part that the tariff
requires amendment. What the Speech
says is that the tariff requires amend-
ment, but the Government do not think
the present tine is an opportune time to
amend it. And why? Ifthe tariff is not
a fair one, why not amiend it at once?
The price of living is getting higher and
higher, and there is a depression at
present. When there is a depression, it
is the duty of the Government to make
the cost of living as low as possible.
When times are flourishinig the Govern-
mneat might be justified in increasing the
tariff. We do not expect the Government
to wait until the people are forced to leave
the colony before the tariff is amended.
There is a clear admission by the Gov-
ernment that the tariff requires amend-
inent, and the only question is whether
it shall be amended now or next
session. If this House has spoken with
one voice on thlis question, I take it that
the Government ought to listen to the
opinions of this House, and, respecting
them, amend the tariff.- I do not say
abolish the tariff altogether, but amend it
and reduce it. There are certain suIbjects
which I regret are not touched on in the
address. I referred just now to a Civil
Service Bill. At the present time,
Western Australia is cutting a nice
bundle of sticks to beat the back of a
future Ministry. I propose later in the

session to move for a return showiner the
number of clerks engaged in the Civil
Service in the various departments. I
will take that return and compare it with
the number of clerks engaged in the
service in the other colonies, and I
venture to say that every person who
sees the numbers will be alarmed. We
have been putting Government clerks on
in every direction, and although it is true
the Government will give no fixity of
tenure, and tell the clerks they are only
temporarily employed, the time will
certainly come when the staff of Govern-
mnent clerks will hlave to be considerably
reduced, and when the Government Will
be met by howling deputations of the
unemployed, and brought face to face
with the same difficulty experienced by
other colonies with their discharged civil
servants. I hope the time is far distant
when we will have to have labour
colonies, or have to resort to the ex-
pedients found necessary in Victoria and
New South Wales to cope with this very
difficulty. It is impossible at present
to know how the civil servants are
situated. I do not think the Ministry are
responsible. It is the heads of depart-
mieats. There seems to be a, very loose
system in vogue in reference to the
appointment of civil servants. My
opinion is, that it would be very nuch
better to relieve Ministers of a consider-
able amocunt of responsibility, and to
have a Civil Service Board to deal not
Only with the appointment of clerks, b)1t
also with promotions and dismissals.
[AN Has. MEMBER: And examinations.]
Necessarily the appointment of a Civil
Service Board would bring about exanua-
tions for civil servants. The board would
be responsible alone to Parliament, and
would make it their duty to inquire into
qualifications of candidates for appoint-
mnent, and make it a sine qud non that the
persons should pass some examination
and test of fitness. In this colony there
is no such test. Hon. members in this
House k-now how they are inundated
with letters of introduction from the
other colonies, and Ministers themselves
must be fairly inundated with them.
Members are frequently introducing per-
sons, and forwarding to the Minister letters
of introduction; and it must be a source
of worry to the Minister to have this sort
of thing going on. Why should not the
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Government ]make a step in this direc-
tionP The same thing was forced on
the Governments of the other colonies.
We find incompetent officers who are
unable to perform their work placed in
the service; and I do hope the lion.
gentleman will repivseiit the matter to
his Government. I feel it is in the
interests of the Government that some
steps should be taken. I am speaking
after an experience of the other colonies.
The same thing has happened there ais is
happening here; and if we do not take
time by the forelock, the same difficulty
will overtake us as has overtaken the
other colonies. I do not know, when one
comes to think of it, how it is that the
Government should appoint responsible
officers to important positions in the
service, and then dispatch them over to
the othier colonies to learn their busi-
ness. I have noticed in the news-
papers that one gentleman-the head of
a department-has been sent over to the
other side to learn how the business is
done there. I suppose icy managing
clerk wvili want a holiday soon to go to
Melbourne to knowv how a lawyer's busi-
ness is done there. If he comes and
asks me for a holiday, he will have a
prolonged one. I do not know whether
the officer I am referring to was the
head of a depar-tment-I do not know
the exact position he held-but it was a
chief officer of a department; and the
very fact that hie had to go to the other
side to learn how the business was con-
ducted there was an acknowledgment
that he was incompetent to hold his
position. He is not in the lion. gentle-
man's department, and I do not know in
what department lie is. The Hon. H.
B~riggs has referred to the Inspector of
Schools. He may be a very estimable
gentleman, but I am " shot " if I can
understand why it was necessary for him
to go to the other side to see how the
business was done there.

AN HON. MEMBER: To learn colonial
experience.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Then he ought
to learn his experience before lie gets the
appointment. 'Why appoint him before
he becomes acquainted with the work he
has toperform? I cannot understand it.
I do not wish to single out any one
person; .but the same remarks apply to a
great number of the officers in the civil

service. I regret to say so, but the con-
viction has been forced upon me that
most of the responsible officers in the
Government service are incompetent.
Some of the most important posts in the
Government are held by persons who are
absolutely incompetent. They could not
get a position in Perth or elsewhere if
they left the Government service. The
honourable gentleman shakes his head.
I could name them at once, if I chose;
but I do not wish to do anyone any
harm. It is a matter of common noto-
riety; it is a fact that everybody knows;
and it is for this reason I say the present
system requires amendment. With regard
to our Government Astronomer, I have
not seen him yet. I wonder when he is
coming here. The reply may be given
that we are not ready for him. Then
why appoint an officer, if we are not ready
for him ? He has been sent to England.
For what ?

HoN. A. B. KIDSON: To get his tools;
for colonal experience.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: Yes; he has
gone to England to gain colonial experi-
ence; but why he should find it necessary
to go to England at the time of the
Jubilee, I do not know. [A MEMBER:
He has gone to Ireland.] Then, if he
should meet some of the evicted tenants
it might be the end of him. I refei-red
to this matter at the last meeting of
Parliament, and the gentleman at the head
of the Government in this House did not
seemi to think the matter worthy of a reply.
Now that some other hion. gentlemen have
supported my remarks, the matter may
be deemed worthy of a reply. If no expla-
nation is given, I shiall have to make a
substantive motion on the matter. This
is not the way we expect the business of
the Government to be carried on. We
are paying the officer I have referred to
a large salary. But I do not wish to talk
of the gentleman behind his back. I do
not know what department he is in, or who
is the head of his department; but I think
the head of his department oughtto answer
for his absence, and give the reason for
his appointment. I did say at the last
meeting of the House that I thought
some move ought to be made in the direc-
tion of finding other quarters for the old
meu who are kept at Mount Eliza.

HON. A. B. KiUsoN: The old women,
too.
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HON. R. S. HAYNES: That naturally
goes. As to the, old men, the medical
officer of the Government has informed
me that the place is cold and cheerless,
which is responsible for a great many of
the deaths which occur. I think some
provision, should be made to have them
housed in a place which is fit for them ;
and it is almost an eyesore, in one of the
most pleasant drives we have in Perth.
I think a suitable place elsewhere might
be found, and some place ought to be
found for the old women. It Could all be
done at a very small outlay. I am glad
to see that the mnch-vexed question of
petitions of right is about to be dealt
with. The Crown Law Statutes Bill has
been prepared, and I hope it will be
passed, and I hope the Governmet will
not put a limitation on it. If the Crown
in this colony enter into business, such
as the carriage of goods and the car-
riage of mnails, they practically become
contractors, and oughit to be liable in the
same way as any private firm. I hope
the Government will see fit to intro-
duce-I do not know whether it may be
included in these words, " many other
matters also "-but I do hope a Prison
Discipline Bill will be introduced. We
have had a great deal of unpleasantness,
not only inside, but out of the colony,
about these floggings. The matter is over
now, and it is not necessary to defend or
attAwk the floggings; but it must be
revolting to the feelings of everybody to
think that persons should be subjected to
floggings. Floggings are only admninis-
tered for breaches of the rules-running
away, etc.; but if we had a proper Prison
Discipline Act and proper discipline in
the prisons, floggings would be unneces-
sary. I hope the Goverunment will intro-
duce such a Bill; and I am sure it will
have the support of every lion. member
in this House. It is absolutely neces-
sary. I, may tell time House that
the present Discipline Act was in force
in the colony-I think it was passed
in 1856-I may be wrong in the year,
but it was in the fifties, and it is altogether
inapplicable to the state of affairs to-day.
It was passed in the convict days, for the
purpose of dealing with hardened and
desperatecriniinals. The Act ought to be
amended, or abolished and another intro-
duced. It is a much-vexed question
whether flogging should be abolished or

not. Ihiold theopinion that flogging should
be abolished altogether; but I respect the
opinions of others who think that perhaps
it ought not to be. There is one question
which I think it only right to touch upon,
because this is the eve of a session ; and
that is the manner in which questions are
answered in this House. I refer to this be-
causemninny questionsareaskedoftheMunis-
ter of Mines, who is the leader in this House,
by lion, gentlemen who require informa-
tion on various subjects, and the answers
given are not satisfactory or full. I do
not wish in any way to lay the blame
at the door of th~eMinister of Mines. It is
not the same as if the hion. gentleman was
mresponsible for all the departments. He
is only responsible for that which tat-es
place in his own department. But ques-
tions are asked of the lion, member with
reference to other departmnents, and he
has to ask the heads of other departments
for replies. No doubt, in the huny of
business anid in the circumstances, the
lion. gentleman does not look to see if
the answvers given by his colleagues are
ample or full. The fact remains that
the answers are not ample. I speak of
this because in one instance I asked for
information, and the answer given was a
quibble. It was given by the Works
Depamrtment; and auy answer from that
department must always be looked at
with suspicion, like everything else that
comes out of it. It was in refer-ence to
the dredging outside the shipping coin-
pany's wharf. If the gentleman at the
head of that department thinks he is
going to quibble with me, I tell himi in
plain language that he makes a mistake
if he attempts to do it; and, if it occurs
again, I shall give him such a castigation
that he will never forget. And not only
on questions which I put; but if I findl
any other hion. gentleman in this House
who does not receive full answers
from that department, I shall back
him up, and see if we cannot have a
noise about it, if nothing else. The last
subject, I think, that ought to have been,
touched on in the Speechi-and I think it
is absolutely necessary that it should be
treated with a firm hand and at once
-is the immediate abolition of the
Agricultural Bureau. The principle of
government in this colony is this. Every
penny of money expended by any depart-
ment is subject to time vote of Parliament;
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and the actions of the officers of every
department should be subject to the vote
of Parliament, and the closest scrutiny.
The Agricultural Bureau is a muore
independent body than even the Minister
of Mines, the Minister of Lands, the
Premier, or the Colonial Secretary. Last
year it received, I believe, seven or eight
thousand pounds out of the revenue, and
it is responsible to nobody for it. Who
is at the head of it or the tail of it I can-
not make out. We sometimes get little
books sent round to us as the result. of
their labours-hints to people about to
start farming. I was looking at one in
my office, and I saw a cure for toothache
in it, and a cure for a. sprained ankle. I
do not know whether they expect our
money should be squandered in this
way. I do not know who is respon-
sible.

THE MINISTER OF AMINES: There are
advertisements in it. They help to make
it pay.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: It is a nice little
book. You get full instructions how to
break up ground, also about pumping,
and you get the name of the mater on the
pump. The whole thing is an advertising
dodge. Namnes of the makers of the
inmplemnents are printed on themn, so that
"he who runs may read." It is not what
it purports to be-a Bureau of Agricul-
ture. If any bon. gentleman who is
acquainted with agriculture is here, he
will support me when I say they do not
pay attention to the improvement of
agriculture in the colony, but to the
growing of grapes and fruit. It is
an amateur gardening society, in which
the clerks of the department go in and
receive instructions. It is nothing but
a departmuent of experts on every pos-
sible subject, responsible to nobody, and
I do not know who is at the head of it.
I know they asked the Governor to in-
spect a portion of a district, and they
behaved disgracefully to hin. Had that
Bureau been uder any person respon-
sible to Parliament, I should have felt
it my duty to have called upon him to
explain his conduct. His conduct was
disgraceful in the extreme. I do not
know what hold we have got upon him.
I suppose a stun of money will be slipped
into the iEstimnates and brought to us to
pass. I shall keep my eyes open for it,
amid, if I see it, I shall move, even if

alone, that the amount be struck out. If
I get the support of the House, that item
must be reduced, unless the Government
place the Bureau under a Minister re-
sponsible to the House. It is the duty of
the House to strike the vote out. I feel
somnewhat warm on this subject, because
I speak after tourig through my owna
district-a portion of which is agri-
cultural-and everyone of those with
whom I came in contact on the Greenough
Flats and in the Northampton district
agreed that the Agricultural Bureau were
bestowing their money on growing grapes
instead of giving assistance to farmners.
Somebody went to look at their fruit.
Much good may it do them. I consider
that eight thousand pounds is too much
for the Bureau to spend. I am sure the
Minister of Mines is not prepared to
defend the action of tme Bureau, because
I am sure hie is aware of the conduct to
which I have referred, and that is ide-
fensible. I think the person, if hie is
responsible to Parliament-I do not know
that he is-oughit to be censured, if not
punishied in some way. Seeing there is
nothing else to be done, I will support
the Address-in-Reply, and I do so subject
to the remarks I have made.

How. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I must
ask the House to give me a kindly hear-
in1g. I shall touch first on the meeting of
thieFederal Convention. It has termi-
nated in a way we might have expected it
would do. Little has been done, and
federation stands further off than it ever
did. This colony is not adapted to
federal Government at the present time,
and will not and cannot be for iany
years to come. The export of gold must
be a subject of congratulation to every-
one in the colony. The output is yearly
increasing, and we know that fresh places
are likely to be discovered every day
throughout the whole extent of the gold-
fields. We can say without exagger-ation
that there is a very great future for our
goldfields. We can form very little idea
of what the wealth of the fields may be in
the f Lture. The establishment of a Mint
must be a source of congratulation
to all who know anything about it.
It will help in the production of gold.
We all know that a most desirable
expenditure has been entered into
by the Government in the way of
conserving water for the goldfields, and
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that it has been in a very great degree
satisfat-tcry. Had it not been for the
expense and pains the Government have
been put to, the goldields could never
have flourished in the way they have
done. Therefore, I do not think that too
mutch credit can be given to the Govern-
mnent for the action they have taken.
The Coolgaz-die water scheme is a ver~y
vexed question with a great many.
When this Bill was passed by the House,
it was the opinion of everybody in it, I
think, that the existence of the goldfields
depended entirely upon a scheme of this
kind being carried out ; but we see we
have gone on without it, and many, people
condemn it on the ground that it would
saddlethecolony iv4th an enorinousexpense.
Why should we rush into this enormous
expense ? Perhaps it is fortunate that the
scheme has not been entered into before
this time. If the goldfields can hold
out during tile coming summer, and
have enough water to work the batteries,
that ought to be a convincing proof that
the scheme will be unnecessary, and that
it will be unfair to saddle the colony with
this enormous expenditure. It is the
opinion of a great many throughout the
colony-and I do trust they are right-
that the colony Can exist without this
scheme. If so, it will be desirable to
save us from such an enormous expendi-
ture. It is very satisfactory to know
that, notwithstanding the prophlecies of a

,getmany, the Fremantle hlarbour works
have been the success that they are. The
greatest credit has becen reflected on the
Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. O'Connor), and
on all those who have had anything to do
with it. I do not think he can have made
any mistakes. The estimates at which
lie put the cost of the various constructions
connected with the harbour works have
Ilot been exceeded in any one instance. On
the contrary, they have rather been over-
estimated, and they have been carried out
in at muost efficient manner, and the whole
work will be a great advantage to the
colony when it is finished. I hope to
have the pleasure of seeing steamers
stamining up to the jetty. To do this we
shall have to expend a further stum of
money in removing obstacles and con-
structing bridges. This will no doubt be
done in the future. I must say that I
feel rather disappointed that some men-
tion has not been made of the con-

struetion of a railway from Esperance
Bay to the Dundas goidlield, for I kniow
how essential it is. I was at Esperance
Bay somec months ago, and I saw what
enormous difficulties they had to contend
with. There were 14 or 15 horses in a
waggon carrying about 3 or 4 tons, and
it was very hard work for the horses,
while the cost was not less than £25 a
ton. This stows how much they must
be handicapped there when they have to
pay so heaily for the transit of their
stuff.. Nothing would advance the district
so much as the con'struction of a rail way
from Esperance Bay to the Dundas gold-
field. I would not advocate the construc-
tion of at line f rom Norsemnan to Goolgardie,
but they should have a railway from Es-
perance to Norseman. The character of
the country is of such a nature that the
industries carried on can never be brought
to a success unless this railway is con-
structed. I would also like to point out
that a railway can be constructed at a
much lower rate than a macadamised road
could be made, because it is a country which
presents no difficulties for the construc-
tion of a line of railway. When we take
into consideration that the mines which
are being developed there are being deve-
loped tinder the very greatest disadvan-
tage, and that the whole of these mines
have proved to be good and valuable, and
such as will be a, source of wealth and
profit to the whole colony, we are forced
to ask ourselves why should this impor-
tant mining district lbe neglected in the
way it has been in the past'? 1, therefore,
say it is a cr-uelty and injustice not
to give these people a railway from Es-
perance, Bay to Norseman. I have larger
interests at stake in this part of the
colony than at Esperance Bay, so that I
am not personally interested in the
matter. I say this in order to remove
any misapprehension which honouxable
members mnighit entertain. The construc-
tion of such a line as I advocate would
benefit all those who have already invested
large amounts of capital in Esperance Bay
and in the Norseman district. A very
large amount of revenue has been derivedl
by the sale of land at Norseman and
Dundas, and these people are entitled to
more consideration than they have hitherto
had at the hands of the Government. I
see in the Speech that mention is made
of Norseman and Dundas as being among
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those places that are marked out for
railway construction. I think this is a
put-off, and I think that the people
resident there should not be put off longer
than it is possible to avoid it. These
mines at Norseman are proved to
be good gold producing mines, and
more likely to be permanent than maily)
of those that are now being worked; and,
therefore, I do not see that the construc-
tion of this line should be delayed longer
than possibly can be helped. It will do
the colony good and gupport a very large
p)opuation. I Would also like to point
out that the supply of firewood at Esper-
anee Bay will very soon be exhausted.
There is an immense amount of garden
land at Esperance Bay; there is very little
wheat-growing country till you go 40 or
50 miles inland; but, if you get sufficient
rainfall, wheat and cereals grow well.
From my experience, which has not been
inconsiderable, of that country, I am of
the opinion that a sufficient amount of
rain does fall to grow corn on those lands.
It can be cleared at a tolerably easy rate,
and, therefore, the line would not pass
through a country which would be use-
less. It would be a perfectly level
line which would present no engineering
difficulties, and a line which ought to
be undertaken. I was pleased to notice
that the Government are not prepared to
make any reduction in the food duties.
With the enormous expenditure now going
on, the Government would be hardly
justified in doing anything which would
reduce the revenue. This expenditure
does not benefit one section of the com-
munity alone, bitt every member of the
community benefits by the expenditure,
and therefore every member should con-
tribute to it. I am therefore pleased to
see that the Government are not prepared
to reduce the revenue. I am very pleased
to find that at length the Home authorities
have consented to tm-n over the aborigines
to the Government here. I am sure the
poor beggars themselves will berefit by
it, for I am sure they have benefited very
little from the imperial supervision.
There are many parts of the colony where
these poor starving natives should receive
consideration and attention, and I fully
anticipate that under the present Govern-
ment an order of things will be established
by which these poor creatures will benefit.
We know that they are fast becoming

extinct in any part of the country you can
approach. Where civilization has been
extended they soon die out. They have
an insatiable craving for drink, and if they
possibly can get it they will. Having had
a considerable experience with them, I
may say that I have met as fine characters
among them as among the whites, and
with as kind-hearted creatures among
them as among the whites. I thank you
all for having given me a kind hearing,
and I hope during the ensuing session
the House will make satisfactory pro-
gress with the work before it.

HON. A. H. HENNING: I do not pro-
pose to deal in detail with the items in
the Speech which his Excellency has de-
livered. As a retrospect it is admirable.
It is matter indeed for congratulation
that we find such wonderful strides have
been made by this colony in the past;
but as a forecast, and I think this Speech
should in its main character be a forecast,
I venture the opinion that it is, to say the
least of it,' disappointing. We find it is
pretty well filled with statements of
works that have been or are being done,
and that it tells us of things that are not
to be done. In one paragraph we are
told that the Coolgardie water scheme has
been shelved, and in the same paragraph
we are told that the committee of experts
have confirmed the opinion of the En-
gineer, and that the Government are more
than ever convinced that no other means
are available to provide a certain, cheap,
and good supply of water for the gold-
fields. It is also tacitly admitted that the
need for a water supply still exists; and
since that is so, and the Government
scheme will give us a certain, good, and
albundant supply, why is it not to be
carried out, especially remnenibering that
the project was authorised by the last
Parliament? Hf we find that railways
authorised at the time of the water supply
project are being proceeded with, why
should this not be carried out, seeing that
it is a matter of far more advantage and
profit, not only to the goldfields, but to
the colony at large? There can be no
comparison between the benefits that are
to accrue to the country from the can-ying
out of a water scheme and from the
construction of the railways named. If
there is no other scheme, as we are in-
formed, and the Government scheme is a
good one, and can be carried out at the
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estimated cost then why are we not to
have it at once ? We are told that there
are several measures dealing with rail-
ways and public works, etcetera, that will
be brought in, and " many others." I
think we might have been told of their
nature, instead of being informed in
general terms that there are others. In
the 22nd paragraph of the Speech, we are
informed that the tariff is to be main-
tamned, and two reasons are given why
the food duties are not to be interfered
with. The first is that it is an inoppor-
tune time to reduce the revenue, and
secondly that it would discourage the
rapidly increasing occupation anid im-
provement of -the land in the colony.
Are we to gather from this that the
revenue derived from the food duties is
absolutely necessary for the gneral
administration of the Government?, Are
the duties absolutely necessary for that
purpose, and not required to foster
what we are told are local production
and native industries ? Not so very long
ago we were told by the Premier at
Bunibury that the revenue derived from
the food duties was not requ.-ired- that
the duties were not retained for revenue
purposes. That was what the Prem-ier
told uts in March last. What has
brought about the change that we should
now be told those food duties must be
retained for the purpose of revenue?
What is the reason given by the Gyoverni-
nient? That the abolition of the duties
might discourage settlement on the land.
I can see no connection. between those
food duties and settlement on the lanid.
It is not the existence of those duties
which has impelled and induced people to
avail themnselves of the opportunities
provided by the Crown Lands Act.
It is not for that purpose they have
settled on the land : it is because
of the mnarket. People have come
here and increased the population
and the market, and it is the excess of
demand over and above supply that
has caused the settlement. To be told
that settlement on the land is brought
about by retaining the duties, to me, at
any rate, appears childish. I have not the
figures for the present year; but, taking
the figures which the Premier gave at the
time I have mentioned, each individual of
the population of the colony for the year
preceding March last paid to the Govern-

ment in food duties 30s. per head. In
addition to that, I think they paid an
equal stun to the local producer, who got
the same price for his article as was
given for the imported article, plus the
duty. In addition to that, owing to the
restricted supply, a, fictitious price was
also obtained; and, consequently, the
people of this colony paid for that year
considerably over X8 per head for the
right to exist here, and for no other pur-
pose than for the benefit of those who are
interested in local productions. It is the
majority of the population -who caine
here and went out into the desert, and
there by their energy developed what is
now recognised as the great inidustry--
the backbone of the coutry-the mineral.
wealth of the colony. I ami not dealing
particularly with. the goldfields people,
because the high prices press just as hard
on all who are Z not engaged in or benefited
by the duties. The prices press equally
on the people resident in the coastal
regions as on the inhabitants of the gold-
fields. It is an iniquitous thing, consider-
ing the limited supply and tho natural
advantages enjoyed b y the local producer.
that the people of this colony should be
mulcted, as they are by those duties. As
I have said, the settlemient on the land
is a matter for congratulation. We
have seen vast areas taken uip recently.
The impetus given to that settlement is
due entirely to the market anid the limited
supply, and not to the retention of the
food duties. Since the whole colony has
freely expressed its will, not only through
the press but during the recent elections,
the Government should bow to the will
of the people, and at any rate moderate
or reduce to some extent those dities.
Sub ject to what I have said, I give my
support to the Add-ress-in-Reply, moved
by the Hon. Mr. Randell.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. II. Wittenoom) :Sir, before proc eedinig
to inake any remarks in connec;tion with
what has fallen from hon. members on
His Excellency's Speech and the Address-
in-Reply, I wouldhlke to thank those who
have expressed themselves satisfied with
the efforts the Government have made to
promote the interests of this colony. It is
exceedingly gratifying to have listened to
the majority of the remarks this evening;
and even when hon. mnembers have
criticised the Government, I. thoroughly
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appreciate the way in which that has been
doiie. I feel the criticismi has been of a
reasonable nature, and is the outcoine of
conviction, and not of malice or absolute
opposition. Having said so much, I will
proceed now to make a few remarks in
connection with what has fallen from
lion. members, and I hope I shall not
detaiii the House too long. The first
subject is, I think, the Coolgardie water
supply scheme. The opinion has been
expressed that the reason given by the
G'overnmnent for not continuing that work
is, perhaps, not the onky one, and that
hion. members would Lik to know why
this important work is not proceeded with.
Nothing will give me greater pleasure
than to inform honi. members. It is very
gratifying to me to have heard that, with
two exceptions in this House, every mnem.-
ber is in accord with this great scheme.
One member accused the Government of
having weakened on the scheme, and of
trying to hack down. If that had been
the case, the Government might well have
taken up that position, considering tile
very little support they ever had from the
goldfields- that portion of the colony the
Government desire to improve the con-
dition of. When we hear representa-
tives of the goldfields accusing the Gov-
ernment. of weakening, it is time to
show that the goldfields should give
the Government a little better support
than has been given in the past. A sec-
tion on 'the goldields who had described
the schemne as anl absurdity, until the
Government demonstrated that it was the
right scheme, are now clamouring for it.
The Government are as ready and anxious
as ever to give the people this scheme.
Whxcnnnot we? For the simple reason
that it is going to cost £2,500,000, and
the money is not available. We hea-r one
lion, member say "Why not use the
money for that and not for this ?" But
the £23,500,000 of loan money voted to
carry on reproductive works hias been
partly spent, and a great many works
which have been commenced will have
to be proceeded with. None of that
£23,500,000 cani be given to the Cool-
gardie water scheme. Unless we were
prepared to lay our hands onl £2,500,000,
it would have been most imprudent to
sta~rt the work. Every reasonable man
wvill agree with me from that point of
view. When the Fremier went to Eng-

land and the result of the last loan was
not so successful as could have been
wished, would it have been wise to
start this great work before being
assured of the money ? It wrould have
been very wrong, considering the posi-
tion we are in to-day. As soon as we
are assured the money is forthcoming,
the work, I can assure you, will be pro-
ceeded with. The estimate of the Engi-
neer-in-Chief, compiled with so much
ability and so -much care, has stood the
test of every engineer of the colony, and
of the best combination it was possible to
get in the British capital. The scheme,
it has been proved, will cost within the
amount he estimated; and therefore the
Government could not be in a better
position to carry it out. There is nothing
to prevent them, except the want of
means. That is the explanation I have
to give of the reason why the scheme has
not been started. The 11on. R. S. Haynes
has mentioned that a great deal of the
trouble occasioiied in regyard. to our fmIuids
was in coniiection with the purchase of
the Great Southern Railway. I am. pre-
pared to admit it was, to some extent;
but it was hardly occasioned in the way
hie thinks it was. When the Bill was
laid before the [louse, it was shown that
the purchase money had to be paid in
West Australian inscribed stock at three
per cent.; aiid not the slightest objection
was taken to that by anybody. .Parlia-
mnt -was convinced, just as much as the
Government were, that the owners of the
railway wished to have their money invested
in West Australian stock; that they pre-
ferred taking bonds rather than nioney,
and it suited us to give bonds. It would
have suited us just as well at the time to
give money, but as they prefeirred bonds,
we gave bonds. No one anticipated they
were going to rush the bonds onl the
mnarket. A transaction of that kind is
without precedent. Take the purchase of
the railways in Tasmania. The s,,mc
thing happened; but thle bonds were not
rushed onl tile miarket. Once the bonds
werohanided over, they were beyond our con-
trol, unless we purchased them ourselves.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: The Agent- General
was responsilble for them. What is lie
there for? To look at?

THE MINISTER OF MINES; The
Agent-General could do nothing unless he
purchased the bonds.
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HoN. R. S. H&YNES: He could not,
but another one could.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Allu-
sion has been made to-night to the pro-
posed erection of quartz crushers by the
Government. A statemient has been put
forward this evening to the effect that I
had been for months requested to take
this matter in hand and had not done
so, and pleasure was expressed that thle
Government were about to do the work.
As a matter of fact, the idea of these
crushers originated with me, and the fact
is recorded in the papers belonging to the
Government. But how were we to put
up those crushers without money ? Were
we to spend money -without the authority
of ParliamentP My idea was always to
put those c-rushers in isolated places, and
not in large centres. This is a cques-
tion of large policy and expense, which
will require the greatest care before it
is entered on. The idea of assisting
miners in this way, in outside localities,
originated ith me, but it could not be
carried into practice until the expendi-
ture received thle sanction of Parlia-
ment. Exception has been taken to the
action of the Government in not providing
a railway between Norseinan and Esper-
ance. The light and airy way in which
lion, members talk about making railway' s,
and carrying out water schemes, seenus to
me most amusing. One lion. member,
particularly, asked why the Government
did not go to work at once writh the Cool-
gardie water schemne, and why Onl ear-th
was no arrangement made for building a,
railway fromn Esperance. to Norseman at
the cost of another £2,500,000. It is very
easy to assert that those works ought to
be carried out; but how can it be done
without funlds? The railwayimight possibly
fulfil all that is claimed for it. I have
not been to Norsemnan, and cannot say.
But £250,000 is no small sum to put
into a work until its utility is thorouighly
proved ; and, I think, it is not quite
proved yet. It has been said that
this railway should be miade, but that the
Coolgardie water scheme would run tme
place into debt for ever. If ever anl ex-
penditure was justified, it is in the Cool-
gardie water scheme. At Coolgardie
there are heaps of low-grade mnines that
would pay if they only had water. Cool-
gardie is languishing for want of water.
Kalgoorlie has got a temtporary supply.

Ask any scientific man with experience of
geology,% or boring for water, and he will
tell you there is not the slightest hope of
a permanent supply at Kalgoorlie. Any
of the mnine managers will tell you that
the water is decreasing in nearly every
mine, except a few just touched. It is no
use going against practical experience.
The Government are trying to look ahead,
One hon. member said this great -water
scheme, which would make beef and
mutton at lower price, is worthless.

HoN. C. E. Dnnpsrnn: I did not sa Y it
was worthless. I said it should not be
entered into unless it is necessary.

TfuMINISTER O MINES: I heard
distinctly what the hon. member said-
that they had too much water.

HOw.' R.B DEMPSTER: I know that is
the opinion of a. great many.

THE MINISTER OF M(INES : Now
we come to the most crucial question of all-
the tariff. The Government has not taken
uip its present position withoult very care-
fill consideration. It has I~een stated in
the House to-night that the majority of
people in the colony are favouorably in-
dined to an alteration of the tariff, and
that time Government should have taken
the matter up. I am not quite in accord
with that statement; for if the majority of
the people are favourable to an alteration,
then I say thle hours of time Government
aire numbered. 'The matter will be tested
iii a few days, and if the representa-
tives of a majority of thec people are,
opposed to thc tariff, the present Got'-
ernnment will not remain long. It will
be a satisfaction to have this question
settled. The first object of the Gov'-
eament in keeping those duties onl is
to enc ourage production. That is the
principle we are going on-to foster and
encourage production. You can only do
that by making and intaining a market
until an industry-not only this particular
industry, but any industry- gets on a
firm. footing. Anyone who knows Wes-
tern Australia in connection with food
production, knows that the initial expenses
are of the very highest kind. Anyone who
has travelled through those forests of large
gwun tr-ees and thickets, knowsi what it
must be to clear thle land amid build at
house, getting nothing in return for three
years. Unless settne encougement be
given, people will not speculate and
put their money into the industry.
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But the Government I belong to maintain
that, by keeping the dutties on for a little
longer, these will be the mneans in time of
cheapening food more than anything else;
and we are doing it for this reason: we
have ample precedent. Take the other
colonies. Taice Victoria. It has had
heavier food duties than any place I 'know
of. Will any hon. member tell me that,
when the gold fever broke out at Ballarat
and other places, the price of food was
not as high ink Victoria, as here? What
has been the conseqiience? Those people
put on a heavy duty, and it induced
production. Food there became cheap
-that is, until Western Australia ate
half of it for them. That has been dlone
by protection, and inducing people to
produce; and in all those colonies where
there are lots of people, it has been the
same, and food is now as cheap as
possible.

HoN., R. S. HAYNES: New South Wales
is the cheapest, and there is free trade
there.

TEE MINISTER OF MINES: I do
not know that it is the cheapest of all,
[Hon. R. S& HAYNES: Undoubtedly.]
Well, that is the ohjectthe Goveramientha s.

AnU Hox. MEMBER: What about frozen
meat ?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: If
you take the duty off frozen meat, you
will have to eat frozen meat for the rest
of your lives. You know particularly
well. that in Queensland and a part of
New South Wales it was not saleable
until in the last two or three years. They
could hardly give it away. How can You
expect people in this colony to attempt to
raise meat, -when it is brought in at a cost
of next to nothing ? If You do not give
people eneouragementL to produace meat here
you will have to live on frozen meat for
the rest of your lives.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: The cost of car-
riage is sufficient.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: It
is only a circumstance. If you wish to
have a pastoral industry, if you take
the duty off frozen meat you will
kill that industry, and you -will
never have a supply of fresh moat.
That argument, you will see, cuts
both ways. [HON. R. S. HAYN ES:
Certainly!] But we will take fresh mneat.
No one will have the temerity to say the
duty interferes with the price of fresh meat.

The duty on meat is not a circumstance
in the price. Meat is being retailed in
rerth at about 8d., and the duty is only a
halfpenny in the lb. I am speaking of
live meat. Now it will be argued, and it
has been said, that if you do not take the
duty off the articles of food you produce
in the country, you should take it off
those that you do not produce. But
there are many things that we do not
produce now which we will produce in a
short tine. Take, for instance, butter,
cheese, and bacon. A little while ago,
chaff was at a, prohibitive price, and had
to be imported. Now we have overtaken
the demand for chaff, and we have too
much; and the demand for chaff having
been overtaken, growers must in tiuie turn
their attention to wheat; and, with the
increasing amount of population going on
to the farmning lands of the colony-
which circumstance has been referred to
in such satisfactory and glowing terms by
hon. members-in turn, this wheat demand
will be overtaken, and wheat will have
to be exported. And what will be better
than the farmers turning to the production
of butter, cheese and bacon? Wherever
bacon is produced, it has been done by
over-production of grain. I come back to
the old argument that, by inducing the
production of these articles, you will make
the people supply them, and we will get
a fresh, cheap, and certain food supply.
I did -not finish my argument about
taking off the duties, Someone men-
tioned preserved milk; and the Hon. A.
P. Matheson said that, after all, these
duties were Small. when they camne to be
divided. I do not think it is worth
tinkering with the tariff for them.

The lion. A. P. MATHESON: I said the
result of the duties was very small.

TILE MINiSTER OF MINES: It is
j ust the same thing. itis notwortli opening
up the question for the present. The
Government have taken their stand; and
they consider that it is in the interests of
the country, that it is not wise to revise
the duties, because they form the shortest
way of providing the people with a cheap
and certain supply of food. That is their
argument; and the Government will
stand or fall by it.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: But the Upper
House takes no sides.

THE: MINISTER OF MINES: There
are some other remarks which have been
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made by lion. inembers, anmd T will refer
to a few of them, apologising at the same
time for keeping lion. members rather
long. The Hon. A. B. Xidson made some
remarks about deep drainage. T1'he Gov-
ernent have the deepest sympathy with
the question. It is a very difficult one,
and one that will cost a great deal of
mioney. The unfoi-tunate position is this,
that Perth and Fremantle consider that
they have a right to have deep drainage
carried out by the Government; and pos-
sibly they have strong ground for it.
But every other town in the colony
can take the same ground. Until the
Government have a large Sum of money
for carrying out this work, they cannot
do it. (Hon. A. B3. KIDsoN: It wits
voted!] But the money was not borrowed.
The Fremnantle Hospital is another
question that was brought up. This
question is now being considered; and
the advisability of placing it on the same
footing as the Perth Hospital is being
considered, and I will say favourably
considered, by the Government; but, at
the same time, lion. members must be
aware that the object of that Act intro-
duced in connection with the hospitals
was to endeavour to make them self-
supporting, to allow those people who
contribute towards the support of a hos-
pital to tnanage it themselves. But the
present arrangement, so far as it has
gone with the Perth Hospital, is that the
Governmnent has appointed a Board and
found all the mnoney, and the only person
that I can find who has supported the
Perth Hospital is a Chinaman, and hie
subscribes £25 each year. That is the
only private subscriber I hear of. Therne-
fore the question is -it has not been
tried very long-whether it is working
well. The object the Government had in
view was to induce people to subscribe to
the Hospital and to manage the institution
themselves. It is a very pleasant position
tolhold-to managea, place and spend other
peoples money; and it is a question
whether the Government is wise in allow-
ing- this. The Hon. R. S. Haynes does
not think that these irresponsible bodies
should be entrusted with moneys. That
question arse1. The Act is on its trial,
and I hope it will have the very best re-
sults. The Hon. A. B. Kidson concluded
his speech by congratulating the Govern-
inent on the satisfactory state of the

revenue. At the same time, he suggested
that the duties should be taken off certain
things. But, if they are taken off-you
know that last year the expenditure
reached the revenue within £3,000-if
you take the duties off some things, you
must put them on somewhere else. TChe
Hon. H. Briggs made reference to the
salaries of teachers in public schools. If
the lion. member will look back, he will
find that the expenditure in connection
with the public schools is regulated by
vote of Parliament, which, I think, is z&
10s. for each child; therefore, all the ex-
penditure has to be regulated in accord-
ance with that amount. It is paid in a
block stun to the Education Department;
and, if the salaries are raised to any
extent, it will be necessary to raise the
amount granted for each child, and that
will have to be done by statute. Trhe
Hon. A. P. Matheson referred to the fact
that the money spent at Bunbury might
have been given to build a railway from
Esperance to Norseman; and reference
was made to the money spent on the park
drive-some £14,000. If that amount,
or even the £45,000 spent at Bunbury,
were taken, it would not go very far in
building a railway.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: What about
the recreation reserve?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: The
sum stated was £14,000. I expect it was
exaggerate d; but if we cannot seda
little mioney for the comfort and pleasure
of the people of the colony, we ought to
be able to do so. It is one of the most
charming dr-ives and pleasant places for
recreation that can be found; and it is
not only for the Perth people. The
Norsemnan people can use it if they like
to visit Perth.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: They cannot
get here. They have no railway. If
they had a railway they would come here
in hundreds.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: The
Government have not the money for
building this railway.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: They could
have the money any time for the asking:

Tus MINISTER OF MINES: I am
pleased to hear it. It is very absurd to
say that if a place in the country has not
a railway, the inhabitants of Perth should
not have a little place of recreation and
amusement. Exception has been taken
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to the fact that in bringing forward the
work of the session, the promises made by
the Government have been very small.
Hon. members see that with the bills
named there will beia good deal of work ;
and time was limited for getting the work
together this year. It has been a most
exceptional year. There have been inter-
ruptions of all kinds, with different events
taking place, which have upset the
work; we had a very short time at our
disposal, and the progranmne which the
Gov'ernmnent hauve put before hon. mem-
bers will keep them going amply for the
time we hope to be in session. The Hon.
R. S . Haynes also spoke in regard to some
of the officers in the different departments
going away to learn experience. Some
of them have gone away-not to learn
experience. There is one in particular he
mentioned. He dlid go away to the other
colonies, but not to learn experience: hie
went away for his health. He is a very
hiard-working officer, and instead of spend-
ing the whole of his time in pleasure, he
took the opportunity of comparing matters
in this colony with matters in the other
colonies.

Box. R. S. HAYNES: I take the official
statement in the official organ of the Gov-
ermnent.

THE MINISTER OF MINES : I am
simply explaining- it. Wherever a man
goes, he will always learn something. It
is not altogether anl unwise practice that
people should go to the other colonies to
see hlow things are going there. Mr. Cook,
the astronomer, had to goto England to
select the instruments for his department.
lHe is one of the best men you could
get in Australia, highly recommended
and bearing the best testimonials.

HON. R. S. HAYNES: Where is he
now ?

THE MiNISTER OF MINES: A
little while ago the honourable member
said I would not give him an explanation.'
Now that I am giving him one, he inter-
ruipts. The gentleman will be back soon.
With regard to the remarks about the
Agricultural Bureau, I would point out
that it is composed of a number of gentle-
men who give up their time willingly to
work for the country.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: How then did
they spend that £8,000 ?

Tjmu MINISTER OF MINES: They
did not spend it on themselves. I am~

not prepared to say that their action
meets with the approval of all. Apparently
it does not, but the gentlemen who form
this Bem-an-I am not alluding to the
secretary-give up their time for nothing.

Box. R. S. HAYNES: They spend
£8,000 a year. They don't do it for
nothing.

THEs MIN ISTER OF MINES: I
desire to express my sincere thanks to
the honourable members, Mr. Randell
and Mr. Kidson, who have so kindly pro-
posed and seconded the Address-in-Reply.
The remarks they made were listened to
with very great satisfaction, and I thank
them both for having undertaken what is
not always a very pleasant duty. I trust
that our work in the coming session will
be satisfactory, and that it will be carried
out in the same good spirit and in the
same manner as it has been in the past.

Motion-for the adoption of the
Addr-ess-ini-Reply--put and passed unani-
mously.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I
move that thle House, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday, the 19th inst.,
at 4830 p.m.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at 9-15 p.m.,

until the next Tuesday.

'Thursday, 14th October, 18.97.

Pap~er Fresonted-Address-in-Reply - Notice of Amend-

ineut; Ministerial Sttnemt-Adjounneemt.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.


